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all the appeals and keep reasonably up to
date with them? I do not think so. It
would be impracticable. Therefore, I lean
to the existing arrangement, under which
the local authority concerned constitutes
its own appeal court. I know it has many
weaknesses; but, at the same time, it does
enable the appeals to be heard without un-
due delay which, I fear, may not be so in
the case of a sole appeal court,

This measure is primarily one to be dealt
with in committee. Therefore, I would
only be delaying this House unduly if I
spoke at length on the many points in the
Bill. I will therefore reserve what I have
to say for the Committee stage.

Hon. H, K. Watson: What about the
basis of valuation?

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I did mention
that when speaking. Very briefly I said
that in the case of valuations I did not
see why the two existing systems should
not hoth be included in the Bill, with the
power for the council to select its
method, either the unimproved value or
the annual value basis; and, at the same
time, provide for a change from one system
to another should conditions in the future
necessitate such a change.

With these remarks I will conclude. We
will have considerable discussions in the
Committee stage, I have already lodged
guite a number of amendments which I
propose to discuss then; and, no doubt,
other members will, too. But I feel certain
that from the Bill we have in front of us
and from what will eventuate in the Com-
mittee stage we will ultimately produce a
piece of legislation which will enable us to
continue with a first-class system of local
government in this State,

Hon., R. F. Hutchison:
majority.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

By a brutal

House adjourned at §.35 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

WHOLEMILK INDUSTRY.
fa) Tests and Research.

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) Adverting to the answer to my gues-
tion on Wednesday, the 17th July, regard-
ing the number of producers who supplied
milk below the required solids-not-fat stan-
dard, who are on irrigated properties, on
what premise is the contention that there
is a consistent relationship between the
contents of fat and solids-not-fat occur-
ring in milk?

(2) What research, if any, has been
carried out in Western Australia into the
problem of milk with a low solids-not-fat
content?

[ASSEMBELY.]

The MINISTER. replied:

(L) The relationship between the con-
tents of fat and solids-not-fat oceurring in
milk to which reference was made, 1s based
on extensive research carried out in over-
seas countries as well as in Australia. The
general finding has been that each increase
of 1 per cent. in the fat content has been
accompanied by an increase of 0.4 per cent,
in the content of sclids-not-fat.

QOccasionally individual animals
found which do not fit this pattern.

(2) The results of completed research
into the problem of milk with a low content
of solids-not-fat were published in the
Journal of the Department of Agriculture
of Western Australia in March, 1949,

are

fb) Quelifications of Inspectors, ete.

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) What gqualifications have Milk Board
inspectors to advise farmers on questions
relating to the improvement of the solidse
not~fat content of milk?

(2) Are the inspectors instructed by the
Department of Agriculture on the advice
that should be given to farmers to improve
the solids-not-fat content of milk?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) In addition to such qualifications as
the Diploma in Dairying of the Muresk
Agricultural College held by some inspec-
tors, one of whom holds also the Diploma
in Agriculture of the Muresk Agricultural
College, inspectors of the Milk Board have
extensive practical field experience and
information gained as a result of numerous
tests carried out over 2 lengthy period.

(2) No, but they are informed on depart-
mental views.

{c} Co-operation between Department
and Milk Board.

Mr, I. W. MANNING asked the Minis-
ter for Agriculture:

Is there full co-operation between the
Department of Agriculture and the Milk
Board on the problem of the quality of
milk?

The MINISTER replied: .

Yes. Advice is given when requested
either by the Milk Board or the whole-
milk producers.

GASCOYNE RESEARCH STATION.
Provision of Suitable Accommodation.

Mr, NORTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

In view of the totally unsuitable type
of house which has been built on the
Gascoyne research station for its research
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officers, what steps are being taken to
make suitable accommodation available’
to them?

The MINISTER replied;

Of the last four cottages provided at
the Gascoyne research station, two were
designed by the architectural division,
PW.D, one is an early State Housing
Commission type which has been consider-
ably improved since erection, and the last
is the latest State Housing Commission
type which has proved quite satisfactory
in the Carnarvon district. All of these
buildings are regarded as suifable and sat-
isfactory for general purposes.

Approval has been given to an addi-
tional bedroom on the house occupled
by the regional adviser.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
ACT.

Proposed Legislation.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Premier:

- {1) Does he intend to introduce legisla-
tion to amend Section 14 of the Parlia-
mentary Superannuation Act for the pur-
pose of giving effect to the principle that,
irrespective of his future occupation, a
member of Parliament who is forced to
retire, or is defeated at the polls, is en-
titled to his normal superannuation bene-
flts?

(2) If not, wili he take steps to arrange
that ex-members of Parliament in Govern-
ment employment have their superannua-
tion payments suspended until their period
of such employment is ended?

The PREMIER replied:

Representations such as those contained
in these quesiions have been made to the
Government from more than one source
in recent months. The matters dealt with
in the guestions are to receive Cabinet con-
sideration at an early date.

ALBANY REGIONAI, HOSPITAL.
Suitability of Fotindations for Additions.

Mr, HALL asked
Health:

Will the foundsations of the proposed
regional hospital to be built at Albany be
suitable to carry a muiti-storied building,
enabling it to be added to on some-future
occasion?

The MINISTER replied:

No, but the plans now being prepared
will make provision for future hospital re-
quirements.

the Minister for
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STATE TRADING CONCERNS.
Amounts Paid in Rates and Land Taz.

Mr, W. A, MANNING asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

(1) What amounts were paid by the fol-
lowing State trading concerns—

State Saw Mills,

State Hotels,

State Brick Works,

State Engineering Works,

during the years ended the 30th June,
1956, and 1957, to—

(a) local governing bodies as (or in
liew of) rates, stating to which
road board or municipality such
amounts were paid;

(b) the Treasury in lieu of land tax?

(2) If nene was pald, what amounts
would be paid as land tax in this current
year werc the land used similarly by a
private concern?

The MINISTER replied:

I would like to have this question post-
poned. I would also lke fo make this
statement. It would facilitate the giving
of answers to these questions if members
would ascertain whe are the Ministers con-
cerned. In regard to these questions, three
Ministers are involved and it would be
advisable to direct the questions to the
resp_ective Ministers concerned instead of
having one Minister reply on behalf of
three other Ministers.

HEALTH.

(e} Financing Investigation of
Drug-bearing Planis.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

How much money was allocated each
vear from 1943 to 1949 (inclusive) for the
conduct of experiments and investigations
of indigenous drug-bearing plants?

The MINISTER replied:
Estimated Expended

£
igig:ig } Not recorded separately
1944-45 500 288
1945-46 730 520
1846-47 150 740
1047-48 750 778
1948-49 750 648
1549-50 750 512

(b} Perscninel of Anti-Cancer Council,

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Health:

What are the names of the persons on
the Anti-Cancer Councit?
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The MINISTER replied:

Dr. L. E. Le Souef, Dr. A. J. M. Nelson,
Dr. M. E. Minchin, Dr. J. G. Hislop, Dr. H.
C. Callagher, Dr. L. Henzell, Dr. W. S.
Davidson, Professor R. E. J. ten Seldam,
Professor C. W. D. Lewis, Professor C. J. B,
Clews.

OLD MILL, SOUTH PERTH.
Offer to Maintain by Bernie’s.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Works:

Has consideration been given to an offer
by Bernie, of Mounts Bay-rd., to restore
and maintain the Old Mill at South Perth,
at his own expense, and {0 maintain lawns
and gardens, and separately construct a
coffee house for the use of tourists to the
City of Perth?

The MINISTER replied:

There is no record of any direct approach
having been made by Bernie's, Mounts
Bay-rd., to interested Government depart-
ments on this matter.

ESPLANADE, SOUTH PERTH.
Level of Reclaimed Foreshore.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

Is it the intention of the Public Works
Department to raise the level of the re-
claimed foreshore along the Esplanade,
South Perth, between Queen-st, and
Mends-st. jetty, in the same way as the
area between Queen-st. and Mill point has
recently been raised?

The MINISTER replied:
No.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS.
Noise from Black Swan Tea Rooms.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is he aware that residents in the
vicinity of the new Black Swan tea rooms
at the Zoological Gardens are being dis-
turbed by the noise of people leaving the
tea rooms in the early hours of Sunday
mornings?

(2) Is there anything he can do to en-
sure that either the establishment closes
at midnight, or that the noise—particularly
in respect of shouting, horn tooting, engine
revving, etc—is reduced to a minimum?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.

{2) This matter will be taken up with
the lessees of the Black Swan restaurant.

[ASSEMELY.)

RAILWAYS,

(a) Great Southern Line Commencement
of Relaying, etc.

Mr. HALL asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Railways:

(1) Will the relaying of the Great
Southern railway line be commenced this
financial year?

(2) If so, what sections are to be relayed,
and which of the proposed sections will be
commenced first?

(3) What will he the total mileage of
relaying?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Spencers Brook-York section will be
relaid this year followed by other sections
in subsequent years.

- (3Y 17 miles 30 chains this year, ulti-
mately 279 miles 71 chains.

fb) Suspension of Week-end Special Hire
Service,

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it a fact that the Railway Depart-
ment has suspended the week-end special
hire service?

(2) Is it not a fact that this service was
profitable?

(3) If the answers to Nos. (1) and (2)
are in the affirmative, will not this profit-
able service be provided by other operators?

(4) Who was responsible for the suspen-
sion of this service?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) No.

{2) Yes.

3 and (4) Answered by No. (1).

fc) Cancellation of Road Bus Service
to Alhany.

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it intended to eancel the Railway
road bus service to Albany?

(2) If so, why?

(3) Who is responsible for the decision
to eancel this service?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

{1) No, but consideration is being given
to a reduction to effect economy.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

(d) Cocktail Bar, Commissioners’
Block, Perth Railway Station.

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it a faect that an elaborately fur-
nished lounge and cocktail bar is installed
in the commissioners’ block at Perth rail-
way station?
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(2) If so—
(a) what was the cost of installation
and furnishing:
(b) who authorised the expenditure;
(¢c) who was responsible for ordering
the bar and lounge;
(@) (i) what is the monthly account
for liquor; and
(ii) who pays the liquor account?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) No. There is & small annexe which
was furhished in keeping with the offices
of the original members of the commission
shortly after their appointments in 1949.
The annexe, apart from chairs and a
table, contains a three cubic feet re-
frigerator, & vitrolite topped cupboard and
a hand wash basin. 'The main purpose of
the room is for the reception of important
visitors, as is the general practice of other
railway systems.

(2) (a) Specific costs are not available
) as they were included in the

total expenditure incurred in
refurnishing the four offices
occupied by the commission
and the secretary for railways.
(b) and (¢) The W.A. Government
Railways Commission.

(d) (i) the accounts, which are
audited, average £9 per
month;

(ii) the Railway Department.

(e} Effect of Basic Wage Increase
on Deficit.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1> To what extent will the railway de-
fleit of £7,300,000 estimated for 1957-58, be
increased by the recent basic wage In-
crease?

(2} What steps have been taken, or are
contemplated, to offset the impact of this
wage increase on railway finance?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) £108,000.

(2) A substantial reduction in coal prices
should be achieved as from about the
middie of August.

Further savings in expenditure should
be effected following the submission to
the Government by Royal Commissioner
Smith of a progress report covering the
investigations carried out by him up to
date.

(f) Rescission of Discontinuance Motion.

Hon. A. P. WATTS asked the Premier:

As the resclution to cease operation of
842 miles of railways passed by hoth
Houses last December is, in view of the
rescission of that resolution by the Legis-
Iative Counecil last Thursday, ne longer
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the agreed resolution of this Parliament,
will he agree that the lines on which
operations have ceased should be reopened
for traffic and no further lines be sus-
pended, pending the completion and con~
sideration of the result of the overall in-
quiry into railway administration now
taking place, or about to take place, and
an investigation by a competent authority
inte each of the lines included in the
resolution?

The PREMIER replied:

The action taken by the Government in
closing railway lines has been taken in
accordance with the resolution carried by
both Houses of Parliament las} year, when
the matter was dealt with on a realistic
basis and not on a party political basis.

A decision made by Parliament as a
whole cannot be unmade by one House
of the Parliament.

(g) Freight Charges, Pingrup to
Bassendean and Fremantle,

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) What was the freight charge on 10
tons of superphosphate from Bassendean
to Pingrup hefore rail closures?

(2) What is the freight charge on 10
tons of superphosphate from Bassendean
to Pingrup under present transport ar-
rangements?

(3) What was the freight charge on
eight tons of bagged oats from Pingrup to
Fremantle before rail closures?

(4) What is the freight charge on eight
tons of hageged oats from Pringrup to Fre-
mantle under the present transport ar-
rangements?

(5) What was the freight charge on one
ton of rabbit netting from Fremantle to
Pingrup hefore rail closures?

(6) What is the freight charge on one
ton of rabbit netting from Fremantle to
Pingrup under present transport arrange-
ments?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:
(1) £26 17s. 5d.

(2) Under the present transport ar-
rangements, the same amount.

(3) £22 0s. 3d.

(4) Under the present transport ar-
rangements, the same amount.

(5) £8 2s5. 9d,

(6) Conveyed by the Railway Depart-
ment’s rail and road service provided for
general goods freighted at classifications
“B' rate and higher, for the throughout
journey the charge would be £8 16s. 4d.
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EDUCATION.
fa) Karragullen School, Accommodation,
efc.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Is he aware that the junior class-
room at Karragullen, with normal accom-
modation for 12, is now occupied by 16
children and will be increased to 21 in
the first term of 19582

(2) Are additions contemplated to the
existing school, or are new premises to
be erected?

(3) If “Yes" is the answer to No. (2},
on what site will the school he erected
and when is work expected to commence?

The MINISTER replied:

{1} There are two classrooms which
provide adequate accommodation for 74
children,

(2) No.

(3) See answer to No. (2).

(b) Domestic Science School, Bunrnbury,
Egquipment, efc.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware of the lack of equip-
ment, and the poor and antiquated faci-
lities provided at the domestic secience
centre, Stirling-st., Bunbury?

(2} In view of the ever-inereasing num-
ber of children attending such centre,
when will— .

{a) modern equipment, such as elec-
tric irons, electric or gas stoves,
electric washers or wringers, re-
frigerators, ete., be supplied?

(b} the bare kifchen floor boards be
covered?

(¢} a new and modern domestic
- sclence centre be provided and
where exactly will such new
centre be located?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.

(2) Provision of a new home science
centre at Bunbury to be erected on the
high school site is included on the depart-
ment's building programme. The date of
commencement is dependent on the avail-
ability of finance.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

Extension to Karragullen and Illawarra
Orchard.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Is the electricity supply to be ex-
tended to cover Karragullen and the Il-
lawarra orchard this financial year?

(2) If so, when will this work be com-
menced?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In approximately six months' time.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION.

Percentage of Rent Applied to
Maintenance Fund, etc.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What percentage of the rent is
applied to the maintenance fund by the
State Housing Commission for Comman-
wealth-State rental homes?

(2) What amount is now to the credit of
this fund?

(3) What is the ¢stimated annual expen-
diture on each home for maintenance?

(4) How many employees are engaged by
the State Housing Commission on mainten-
ance work?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 1 per cent. of cost of house.

(2) £450,000.

(3) £25,

(4) 125 (plus workers employed by
private contractors who carry out approxi-
mately 50 per cent. of the total mainten-
ance programme’.

MOTOR-VEHICLES.
Wharjage and Port Handling Chearges.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Works:

(1> What are the wharfage and port
handling charges in relation to the export
of motor-vehicles?

(2) What are the comparative charges
in other States of Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The wharfage and handling charges
on motor-vehicles on wheels exported from
the Port of Fremantle are.—

(a) Wharfage—£1 per ton.
(b) Handling Charges:

(i) Shipped over wharves, Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust re-
ceiving and delivering:—
Weighing up to 1 ton gross
—10s. each; exceeding 1
ton and not exceeding 3
tons gross—17s. each; ex-
ceeding 3 tons and not ex-
ceeding 5 tons gross—25s.
each; exceeding 5 tons
gross—a5s. each.

(ii} Shipped direct ex railway
wagons or other vehicles to
ships’ slings—6s. per ton.

(2) Melbourne—
(a) Wharfage—nil.

(h) Handling Charges—Handling per-
formed by shipping companies
and charges incorporated in
freight charges.
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Brishane—
(2) Wharfage:

(i) Coastal: Up to 2 tons—
11s. 3d. each; 2 tons to 5
tons—22s. 6d. each; over
5 tons—45s. each.

(li) Overseas: Up to 3 tons—
1s. 11d. per ton measure-
ment; 3 tons to 5 tons—
7s. 6d. per ton weight; &
tons to 10 tons—9s. 10d.
per ton weight; over 10
tons—15s, per ton weight;
plus excess measurement
over weight—1s. 11d. per
ton.

(b) Handling Charges: Handling
performed by shipping com-
panies and charges incorporated
in freight rafes.

(¢) Harbour Dues—5s. per ton
measurement,

Adelaide—

(a) Wharfage—5s. 6d. per ton

weight or measurement which-
ever is the greater.

(b) Handling Charges — Handling
performed by shipping com-
panies and charges incorpor-
afed in freight rates.

Hobart—

(a) Wharfage—8s. 4d. per ton less
20 per cent.

(b) Handling Charges — Handling
performed by shipping com-
panies and charges incorporated
in freight rates.

Sydney—

Figures for Sydney not yet avail-
able and will be supplied when re-
ceived.

BUILDING SOCIETIES.

-Formation, Directors and Housing
Allocations.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) On what dates were the following
building societies formed:—

(a) Northern Suburbs
ciety;
(b) Southern Suburbs Building So-
_ciet.y?
{2) Who are the directors of each of the
abovementioned societies?

(3) On what basis was the allocation of
£40,000 made to each of the above societies
from the grant of £600,000 made available
to the State Housing Commission for dis-
tribution to building societies under the
Commonwealth-State housing agreement?

Building So-
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The MINISTER replied:

{1) Registration with the Registrar of
Building Societies effected on the 8th April,
1957.

(2) (a) R. J. O'Connor {(chairman), P.
W.R. Travers-Drape, C. R.
Hopkins.
(b)Y P. W. R. Travers-Drape (chair-
man), R. J. O'Connor, C. R.
Hopkins.

(3) Each case is dealt with on its merits
and amounts to be allocated are approved
by the Commonwealth Minister for
National Development. The Commonwealth
Government favours co-operative building
socleties as against permanent profit
making societies and is therefore anxious
fo encourage the formation of new co-
operative building societies in all States.
In New South Wales and Victoria alloca-
tions are made only to co-operative so-
cieties.

POLICE.
Claremont Police Station Improvemenis.

Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) Further to my question of the 18th
September, 19566, is he aware that no
improvements have been made as to accom-
modation at the Claremont police station?

(2) Is a new police station to be erected
in Claremont?

(3) If so, where will the new station be
located, and when will building ecommence?

(4) If erecied, will it contain a traffic
patrol section in addition to the usual
requirements?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) In Stirling Highway on land now
held by the Police Department.

(4} Not decided at present.

I might add that I understand the loeal
governing body of the district has asked
the Police Department to consider making
an exchange of land, ang this might delay
the possible building.

COMPENSATION CLAIM,
Tabling of Mr. §. Garner’s File.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
the file relating to the ecompensation
claims of Mr. 8. Garner, of 27 Florence-
st., Cottesloe, who was recently employed
%t, tr‘l)e Bxplosives Reserve, Woodman's

oint?

The MINISTER replied:

Mr. 8. Garner's personal file from the
Mines Department is tahled herewith.
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The file relating to the actual c¢laim for
compensation is a State Government In-
surance Office file and is available for the
honi. member’s inspection at that office
should he so desire.

(b) Tabling of State Insurance QOffice File.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON (without
notice) asked the Minister for Education:

As the Minister for Mines has laid on
the Table of the House the file relating
to Mr. S. Garner of 27 Florence-st., Cot-
tesloe, will he also lay on the Table of the
House the file relating to this matter
which is in the State Government Insur-
ance Office?

The MINISTER replied:

Am I to understand that the hon. mem-
ber is directing question 29 to me or some-
thing arising out of that question?

Mr. Ross Hufchinson: You handle the
State Government Insurance Office?

The Minister: Yes.

The SPEAKER: The Minister handles
it as the Minister for Labour,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: My question,
in that case is directed to the Minister
for Labour. There is a file in the State
Government Insurance Office relating to
the perscnal side of this mattier and I ask
Ele Minister to lay it on the Table of the

ouse,

The MINISTER replied:

I will make a note of the question but
at this stage I do not think I should com-
mit myself. I will undertake to discuss
the matter with the manager of the State
Government Insurance Office and if there
are no objections, the file will be laid
on the Table of the House. If there are
any objections, T will indicate to the hon,
Eemflialer that I am not prepared to table

e file,

EGGS.
Singapore and Malayan Markels.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Agri-
cuture:

(1) What proportion of the Singapore
and Malayan egg market is supplied by
Western Australia?

(2} Is this proporiion increasing?

(3) (a) Has there been increased pres-
sure in recent times from over-
seas countries and the Eastern
States of Australia to capiure
the trade?

(b} If so, with what result?

(4) Has New South Wales or other
States offered or agreed to supply eggs on
a basis which would result in eggs being
retailed in Singapore and Malaya approxi-
mately two weeks shead of Western Aus-
tralian eggs produced at the same times
as the Eastern States eges?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) 82.89% per cent. in 1954-55 and 80.52
per cent. in 1955-56.

(2) Proportion for 1956-57 is not avail-
able but total shipments increased from
1,072,050 dozen in 1955-56 to 1,270,320
dozen in 1956-57. The slight decrease 1
1955-56 was mainly due to fall in local
production when Singapore orders could
not be met in full

(3) (a) It is known that South Afriea
is definitely interested in the
Malayan market and has, in
fact, exported a small quantity
of egegs to Singapore.

New South Wales appears to
be the only other State in Aus-
tralia at present trying to gain
a foothold on the Singapore
market.

(b) South Africa has good and
regular shipping facilities, can
compete with Australia regard-
ing price, markets a good quality
egg, but we helieve at present
cannot guarantee all the year
round continuity of supply.

New South Wales has en-
deavoured during the past few
months to break into the Sing-
apore market and, according fto
Press reports, intends to supply
“cartonned” eges to the trade in
Singapore. No reports have been
received yet in Western Aus-
tralia of any such shipments
made.

(4) It is understood that such an offer
was made by New South Wales to the
Singapore trade, but whether that State
could earry it out is guestionable,

IRON ORE.

Transportation from Koolyanobbing
to Railhead,

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

As the transport of 1,000,000 tons over
2% years represents approximately 1,100
tons per day, seven days per week over
this period, what plan has been formulated
by the Government for the transportation
of the million tons of iron ore from Kool-
yanobbing to the railhead and the railhead
to the port and the handling of the ore
at the port, assuming the project to ex-
port this guantity of ore to Japan is pro-
ceeded with?

The MINISTER replied:

Crushed ore will be transported from
Koolyanobbing to Southern Cross by road
under contract, as at present.

It will then be railed to Fremantle by
special ore trains, using end-tipping trucks,
now in use, of which the W.A.G.R. has
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ample numbers available. This aspect has
been investigated by the W.A.GR. and
Wundowie hoard of management.

At Premantle, the ore will be dumped
into a stockpile using an end-tipping
device, of a type currently in use at
Wundowie which has received its ore in
this way for some years.

The Fremantle Harbour Trust has pre-
pared plans setting aside a special -berth
for bulk loading by conveyor belt from
dump, direct into ship's hold. The plans
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust were re-
ported in some detail in the “Daily News”
of the 14th June, 1957.

ROADS.

First-Class Road Connections,
Great Southern.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Has the Government a plan for the
development of an enlarged system of
first-class roads connecting in several
places the South-West and Great South-
ern regions in the area south of the
Bridgetown-Kojonup line?

¢2) If so, where are the roads proposed
and what approximate programme is en-
visaged?

(3) Is there in this plan a comple-
mentary system of connecting north-
south roads between the South-Western
and Albany Highways?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Development of the State as a
whole requires that existing road systems
between the South-West and the Great
southern regions must be further devel-
oped before consideration can ke given
to an expanded system.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (L).

EMPLOYMENT.
(a) Appreciation of Situation.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1} Has the Government made an up-
to-date appreciation of the employment
situation in this State?

(2) What does it anticipate will be the
employment trend during each of the
periods—

(a) July to December, 1957;
(b} January to June, 1958;

(c) July to December, 19587
(3) What plans are there to stimulate
employment?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Commonwealth Department
of Labour and National Service furnishes
the Government with a weekly statement
of the employment position.
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(2) This information is not available
and would depend largely on the answer
to No. (3).

(3) Continuation of the policy of pro-
viding a2 maximum of employment from
loan funds available and encouraging the
establishment and expansion of industry.
In addition, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is being requested to carry out works
to the maximum extent in this State.

rh) Amplification of Answer.

Mr. COURT {(without notice) asked the
Minister for Labour:

Does the answer regarding the Govern=
ment’s appreciation of the employment
situation mean that the State Government
has no independent appreciation of its
own of the employment position and pros-
pects in Western Australia, because he
referred solely to Commonwealth informa-
tion?

The MINISTER replied:

I do not want to pass the buck to an-
other Minister but there seems to be some
misunderstanding. As Minister for Labour
I deal with industrial matters. To show
how people can get mixed up, some little
time ago a lady rang me to tell me that
she was having tronhle—

Mr. Court: What trouble?

Hon. D. Brand: Labour trouble?

The MINISTER: —about getting ad-
mitted to the King Edward maternity
hospital. She asked me as Minister
for Labour to dc¢ what I could. I told
her that I dealt exclusively with in-
dustrial relations, T am quite serious
about this. In this particular case, as Min-
ister for Labour, it is my duty to refer to
industrial econditions and so forth in con-
nection with Government employment. It
is obvious that the questions sef out by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition are
such as to indicate that the Common-
wealth Government controls the engage-
ment of labour generally in the States and
I have indicated that weekly statements
are obtained by the State Department of
Labour.

As far as the other part of the question
is concerned—and here is the part where
I say reference was made in the answer to
the encouragement and establishment of
industry—it is one for the Minister for
Industrial Development. I have endeav-
oured to give a clear and concise sutline of
what the Government proposes to do with-
out going into a mass of detail.

(c) Reference to Appropriate Minister,

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Premier:

It is quite obvious that I did not get
very far with that question. I will now
refer the matter to the Premier as the
one supreme in the Cabinet and perhaps
he will be able to inform me the Minister
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to whom I should have referred my ques-
tion, because it seems that the State Gov-
ernment has not much appreciation of its
own employment situation in this State?

The PREMIER replied:

_ 'The member for Nedlands is quite wrong
in concluding that I am supreme in
Labinet.

My, Court: I meant the senior man.

The PREMIER: A most distinguished
member for Nedlands a few years ago said
that the Premier of 2 State was only a
leader among equais. I think he resigned
from Cabinet at the time on that issue
because the Premier of that day wanted
to he supreme in the Cabinet.

Mr, Court: He still classed you as the
leader.

The PREMIER: I notice the member
for Murray nodding his head approvingly
at my comments.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty:
of that day was supreme.

The PREMIER: In regard to the gues-
tion of employment and unemployment in
this State, I would say that the Govern-
ment is making employment available to
the absolute limit of its financial capacity.
In fact, as the member for Nedlands
knows, we are even mortgaging the future
to a certain extent to make additional em-
ployment available.

“With regard to the future trend, I would
say that unemployment will prebably in-
crease a little from now until the end of
August. Employment should then increase
from the beginning of September until
about the end of March, and one can only
guess as to what might be ahead of us
after that. And guess-work in these mat-
ters, although interesting and capable of
bringing about a great deal of talk and
speculation, does not get us very far. If
the member for Nedlands and those as-
sociated with him on the Liberal Party Cp-
position benches will support the Govern-
ment’s policy to provide more employment
instead of opposing it, then the employ-
ment trend in Western Australia in the
foreseeable future will be undoubtedly in
the right direction.

Hon. D. Brand: What policy?

The Premier

IMMIGRATION.
Intake for 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) What was the net intake into West-
ern Australia of migrants for the 12 months
to the 30th June, 1957—

(a) of Pritish origin;
(b) of other than British origin?

(2) What intake is proposed for the 12
months to the 30th June, 19587
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) (a) The number of migrants of
British origin received into Western Aus-
tralia for the twelve months ended the 30th
June, 1957, under the assisted passage
scheme, was 1,897.

(b) The number of migrants of other
than British origin received into Western
Australia during the twelve months ended
the 30th June, 1957, was 588.

(2) Anticipated intake of British mi-
grants under the assisted passage scheme
during the twelve months to the 30th June,
1958, is 2,000.

At present the intake of foreign migrants
is limited to those re-joining their families
or t1:_;‘hc>se who have been specifically nomi-
nated.

ORCHARD REGISTRATION.

Revenue, Cost, eic.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

{1) What revenue is obtained from the

annual licensing of orchards?

(2) What is the cost of collecting this
fee?

(3) Why must it be done annually in the
case of the few ftrees in private homes
which at present require relicensing each
year?

(4) What is the objection to a continu-
ing licence which requires the owner to
notify additions in excess of certain defined
numbers, with possibly a check return
form each seven years?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Registration fees collected during the
year 1956-57 amounted to £10,947.

(2) The only additional labour employed
is one clerk for a period of approximately
six weeks, plus two tf{emporary accounts
officers.

Other expenses would include postage,
stationery. the printing of orchard certifi-
cate books and application cards.

(3) Collection is done in accordance with
the existing Act.

(4) Accounting difficulties and expense
involved in maintaining many thousand
accounts in suspense for small sums,

FISHING INDUSTRY.

Application of Proceeds jrom Sale of
Whaling Stalion.

Mr, JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

Is he satisfied that the C.SI.R.Q. Fish~
eries Research Department is honouring
the Federal Government’s assurance at the
time of the sale of the Australian Whal-~
ing Commission station that the profits
derived therefrom would be used for ex-
tensive fisheries and oceancgraphy re-
searches, so far as Western Australia is
concerned?
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According to legal advice furnished to
the Commonwealth Department of Pri-
mary Industry, which administers the
Fisheries Development Trust Account (i.e,
the fund made up of moneys derived from
the sale of the Australian Whaling Com-
mission’s assets), these moneys may be
used solely for developmental purposes in
waters outside the territorial limits of a
State. The Commonwealth, it seems, may
legally spend money on work in territorial
waters only if it is in the nalure of re-
search.

The C.8.I1.R.O. Division of Fisheries and
Oceanography does not really enter the
picture at all. It is concerned almost en-
tirely with fundamental research, its
charter supposedly not permitting it to
enter the developmental fleld unless it be
to solve some scientific problem related
to development, The Commonwealth
Fisheries Office, which formns a section of
the Department of Primary Industry, is
responsible for developmental activities.

Although Western Australia is the only
one of the States at present engaged on
developmental work in the fisheries, and
despite the fact that the whole of the
trust account was derived from Western
Australian sources, legally Western Aus-
iralia has no prior claim to preferential
treatment. We have submitted s number
of projects for consideration, but we have
not yet had a reply. We are continuing
to press for recognition,

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
Construction of Overseas Terminal.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

Can he give an approximate date as to
when the construction of the overseas
terminal at the Fremantle harbour will
be made?

The MINISTER replied:

The Leader of the Opposition did not
indicate whether he had in mind the com-
mencement of the work or its completion.
In the absence of that information, I could
not hazard a guess.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Route of Narrogin-Katanning Pipeline.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked the
Minister for Water Supplies:

On Thursday of last week, and yester-
day, I asked some gquestions with reference
to the route to be taken by the Narrogin-
Katanning pipeline and inguired whether
the information would be made public. I
would now like to ask the Minister if he
has any reason for not giving the details
at this stage, in view of the fact that an
officer of his department called on the
Wagin Road Board last Friday and gave
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details to that board of the route that
would be followed by the pipeline as far
as Lime Lake.

In his answer yesterday the Minister
szid that no details were finalised. Has
the Minister any reason for not making
that information available to the House? I
ask this because the local governing bodies
are extremely interested and in the in-
terest of the ratepayers they should know
the route which the pipeline will follow?’

The MINISTER replied:

It seems to me that the member for’
Katanning and I must be at cross pur«
poses. There is no intention whatever
to withold any information that the hon.
member may be sesking. I am under the
impression that I supplied to him all the
precise information relative to his ques-
tion that I have in my possession. I was
very careful to discuss these questions with
the Chief Engineer of the department and
he has advised me along the lines which
I gave the han. member. If the member
for Katanning wants some specific in-
formation which has not yet been sup-
plied, and which he believes I am in a
position to give, and if he places the ques-
tion on the notice paper, I will do my hest
to answer it.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) (5.7): I
have one or two matters of a rather
parochial nature to touch on before I
proceed {o discuss affairs of State gen-
erally. Firstly, T would like to bring to
the attention of -the Minister for Works
an approach made some time ago regard-
ing the deferment of water rates for
the widows of Government superannuated
employees. It would be necessary for a
Bill to be introduced to amend tne exist-
ing legislation, and I feel that something
in this direction would be much appreci-
ated; it is certainly warranted. It would
not cost anything because in the case of
these deferments, the rates would be at-
tributable to the estate of the widows.

This privilege is extended to aged pen-
sioners, even to those aged pensioner
couples who are in receipt of both super-
annuation and pension up to the maxi-
mum permissible allowance of £15 a week
in the aggregate. Yet in the case of the
widow of a superannuated Government
employee, we find that it is necessary for
her to pay these rates because she happens
to have built up assets as a result of her
hushand having been a senior Government
employee. Apart from water rates, she
has, of course, to pay all other rates. I
suggest that early consideration be given
to the people in that category being
granted a deferment in the payment of
these rates. ’
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Another urgent matter relative to the
electorate of Mt. Lawley is one concern-
ing drainage in the Morley Park and Bed-
ford Park areas. Last week the Minister
indicated that in the latter half of this
financial vear work would commence on
this undertaking, and it would be spread
over a period of several years depending
on the availability of loan funds. I would
strongly urge the departments concerned
—and after all it is the departmental
chiefs who make recommendations to the
Ministers-——that they do not woirry only
with their own departments hut that they
have a look at what their policy at times
" might mean to other departments.

I direct my remarks now to the Water
Supply Department with pasticular re-
ference to the use it makes of loan funds
for drainage. It seems to be the policy
of the department to prefer to go into the
newer and undeveloped areas rather than
to provide this facility to those already
developed to some extent. In the Morley
Park and Bedford Park area the respec-
tive road hoards have already provided
roads and in some cases foolpaths. The
State Electricity Commission—a Govern-
ment instrumentality—has already pro-
vided power throughout the area, and the
Water Supply Department has already
provided water services.

If the drainage scheme to be commenced
later this year is speeded up, it will release
almost 2,000 acres of land for building
purpcses, most of which has been sub-
divided and most of which is served by
roads, power and water. If, on the other
hand, the department prefers to go into
undeveloped areas and provide drainage
facilities, it will naturally be faced with
further expenditure in the provision of
water supplies, electricity, roads and foot-
paths and other services.

The next matier on which I wish to
touch may be considered by some to be
wasting the time of the House but I think
it is important to many people. I refer to
the use of the Beaufort-st. bridge at peak
periods. I now direct my remarks to the
Minister for Transport. At peak periods
the Police Department has seen fit for
many years to place a constable on the
bridge, and his duty is to prevent vehicles
from making a right-hand turn into
Bridge-st. and thence on to Stirling-st.
That would seem to he a very good idea
until we have s look at the situation and
see what the position really is at that
corner.

The policeman standing on the Beaufort-
st. bridge directs all the traffic to the
north-eastern suburbs along Beaufort-st.
and consequently on to the Beaufort-
James-st intersection, where there is an-
other policeman who permits the traffic
to make a right-hand turn. Sixty per cent.
of the traffic using the Beaufort-st. bridge
normally turns into PBridge-st. and then
travels azlong Stirling-st., so this means
that, as a result of the policy that now
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exists, instead of 40 per cent of the traffie
fiowing along Beaufori-st., we have 100 per
cent. of the traffic going along that street,
and being permitted to turn right into
James-st,

As a result of this, the traffic is banked
up along Beaufort-st., even as far back as
Wellington-st., and the trams do nothing to
help allay the congestion; indeed, they
make the position a lot worse. So
it will be seen at a glance that
because there are ho right-hand furns
permitted at ¢(he Beaufort-st. hridge,
all the north-east bound traffic along
Beaufort-st. from the James-st. inter-
section baeck to Wellington-st. must be
banked up to enable vehicles to make a
right-hand turn into James-si., and this
is not eased until the traffic at that inter-
section moves on.

I suggest that the policeman at the Beau-
fort-st. bridge be instructed to direct the
traffic and when he can see the way is
clear, te allow vehicles desirous of making
a right-hand turn to do so in order to get
rid of the traffic jam at the intersection of
James and Beaufort-sts. This would even
alleviate to a large extent the traffic jam
at the Wellington-st. intersection by clear-
ing the Beaufort-st. bridge traffic much
socner. There is nothing more of a paro-
chial nature on which I wish to touch.

Omne matier which has exercised my mind
for a long time is that Western Australia,
and even Australia as a whole, has been
missing out on the Singapore market for
many years, The member for Beeloo
touched on that phase last evening, and the
member for Dale asked a question about
the respective egg markets this afternoon.
I had an opportunity to speak to the late
Mr. McDermott some 12 months ago, He
had been a most successful businessman
in Singapore. He made nearly £1,000,000
in 20 years of trading at that centre
through the import of condensed milk into
Singapore {o supply the needs of that city,
the Malayan Peninsula and also the islands
surrounding Singapore.

The Minister for Works: He must have
made a pretty big profit margin.

Mr. OLDFIELD: That might appear to
be a bhig profit margin at first sight until
we realise the extent of the trade in con-
densed milk. The population of this

State passed the half million mark
only during the last ten years and
some do not seem to realise the

demands of teeming millions of people, If
we recognise the fact that no dairy farming
is carried on in the Far East—Singapore,
the Malayan Peninsula and Indonesia—
and the whole of their milk requirements
must he supplied in the form of condensed
milk, and when we realise that millions of
people have to be supplied, a profit of S§s.
for a 4-dozen case of condensed milk would
make an importer a millienaire in a short
time.
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Mr. McDertnott informed me that the
" ‘needs of Singapore alohe were 400,000 cases
per month. Out of that quantity per
month, the Australian production enjoys
less than 25 per cent. Australia exports
over 1,000,000 cases of condensed milk to
Singapore each year, This represents a
little in excess of 90,000 cases per month.
Western Australia exports 107,000 cases to
the Singapore market, or something
slightly in excess of 10 per cent, of the
Australian total. But it must be recognised
that Australia, the nearest dairying pro-
ducing country, enjoys less than 25 per
cent. of the total requirements of that
area. When it is realised that the needs
of Singapore and Malaya alone, apart from
Indonesia, are something in excess of
4,000,000 cases of condensed milk per year,
& person making even 2s. a case will not
take long to become very wealthy if he
is able to obtain a fair slice of the market.

I give these figures to show that if
Western Australia could double its preduc-
tion of condensed milk—the State's pro-
ductionn is 190,000 cases per annum, of
which 107,000 cases, or 60 per centi. of the
production, is exported to Singapore—and
sent the increase to Singapore and Mal-
aya, it would increase the return fo this
State from £500,000 to £1,500,000 from
that source. Such increased production
would not even make a dint in that
market.

The Minister for Health: Could this
State obtain that trade if it had the sup-
plies?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I am unable to ascer-
tain that. I am given to understand that
the State could step up its production if
it could get an increased market. Aus-
tralia has met stiff competition, mainly as
regards price, from South Africa, Holland,
Denmark and even certain centres of
South America. But the market is there
and this State enjoys the advantage of
freight and also the advantage of closer
contact with those people.

With regard to fresh vegetables, once
again the island of Singapore and the
Malayan Peninsula are not vegetable-
growing areas, excepting perhaps for cer-
tain tropical fruits and vegetables. Our
vegetables are in great demand there.
The following figures, although not re-
fecting credit on Australia but reflecting
some credit on Western Australia, show
that the value of the total Australian
export last year of fresh vegetables to
Singapore was £134,000, and Western Aus-
tralia enjoyed almost 100 per cent. of that
trade or £132,000. That was the export
to Singapo.: alone, not including the
Malayan Peninsula. The Australian iotal
of fresh fruit exported to Singapore was
£665,000 and Western Australia’s share
was about 66 per cent. or £450,000.

My informant pointed out to me that
the trouble with the Singapore fruit and
vegetable market was that the Chinese
millionaire traders monopolise the control
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of the cool stores. They import only from
markets in Australin through their agents
during glut periods. The produce is taken
to Singapore in refrigerated ships, placed
in cool storage in Singapore and is only
released intermittently so as to create
a shortage. In other words, when they
are able to buy fruit and vegetables from
Western Australia, or the eastern sea-
hoard, they are reluctant to do so except
when they can enjoy high profits from
the transaction.

I am alse given to understand that there
are some 30,000 barrowmenh and hawkers
trading in the streets of Singapore. That
is their method of trading. The popula-
tion of Singapore and the adjacent
States is upwards of 3,000,000; so 30,000
barrowmen is an infinitesimal number,
The pecople are concentrated in a radius
of about three miles. It is suggested that
private enterprise in the State, Govern-
ment enterprise or a combination of both,
should attempt to obtain premises adja-
cent to the wharf in Singapore—a store-
rocm would suffice and there is np need
for cool storage.

There is plenty of refrigerated space in
the ships trading between Fremantle and
Singapore and fruit and vegetables from
this State could be sent to Singapore and
auctioned at those premises. If that were
to come about, the fruit and vegetables
would be sold as fast as they came off the
ship to meet the demand by the 30,000
barrowmen who are unable to get suf-
ficient to satisfy the needs of their cus-
tomers. When we examine the figure of
30,000 hawkers in a concentrated area of
three miles radius, even if only 1 per cent.
were to attend the auction, it would rep-
resent 300 bidders.

If 10 per cent. of the barrowmen at-
tended the auction there would ke 3,000
of them clamouring for what would come
out of the refrigerated ships. If we could
set up an organisation in the port of Sing-
apore to handle the produce along those
lines, we would undoubtedly increase the
export of fruit and vegetables from this
State, in the case of vegetables from the
existing figure of £132,000 to £1,000,000
or more, and in the case of fruit from
£450,000 to between £1,000,000 and
£2,000,000.

The Minister for Police;: Have not the
producers their own agents in Singapore?

Mr, OLDFIELD: The producers in this
State have no agents in Singapore. The
merchants in Singapore have their agents
here. They buy our produce at certain
times of the year and place it in cool
storage. The Chinese millionaire mono-
polists of this trade create a shortage, and
release the produce in dribs so as to keep
the price high. They play the market
with this imporfed produce. Western Aus-
tralia would do very well with a free auc-
tion in Singapore.
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To overcome this state of affairs which
has existed for so long in Singapore, and
as a result of which the primary producers
here have suffered, I would not suggest the
appointment of a trade commissioner or
agent general in that city, because when
such an appointment is made, the officer
feels that he is a civil servant and that his
job is to attend seocial functions and cock-
tail parties, civil receptions and similar
functions. I would like the Government to
co-operate with interested parties who
desire to exploit the Singapore market,
mainly by making Singapore the clearing
house for that area. I would suggest that
the Government appoint a man with ex-
perience, energy and enthusiasm, to this
position. It need not be a Government
appointment. If could be worked on a
commission basis, on a percentage of the
sales under which he could even earn be-
t.vtﬁ,’en £10,000 and £20,000 a year for him-
self.

The Minister for Police: How could he
overcome the auctioning system that goes
on in Singapore?

Mr. OLDFIELD: There is no auction
system at present. I am suggesting that
the Government or interested parties
should set up an organisation in Singapore
and obtain the requisite premises, say, a
shed or pavilion, in which to hold auctions.
It need not be a big place because as fast
as the produce arrives it will be sold. At
present there is no auction and the Singa-
pore merchants buy from this State; the
produce is shipped in refrigerated space
and placed in cool storage in Singapore. It
is then released on their own terms and
price to the barrowmen and shops. It is a
case of take it or leave it. I hope the
Minister will understand that it is not a
case of the producers here having agents
in Singapere, although they may say that.
The pecple here are really agents for the
Singapore merchants.

The Minister for Police: I was informed
that they hold an auction there of pri-
mary products.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The gentleman who
gave me my information is now deceased.
He was a successful man in that area for
many yeats. He pointed out to me what
went on. An auction of sorts might be
held by putting up a limited quantity at a
time, but there is no free auction. I would
like to see Western Australia getting a fair
share of the Singapore market. Aus-
tralia has not anywhere near what it
should have, and possibly we could be at
fault because ours is the nearest market
and we have the most frequent direct ship-
ping service. If our existing shipping ser-
vice is not sufficient, it might be worth
while-—if the scheme were a success and a
trade agent were appointed—to charter
refrigerated ships to operate on that run
in order to remove from our market surplus
fruit and vegetables. Similarly I feel that
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the condensed milk market should be ex-
ploited because, if we doubled our present
production and sent the lot to Singapore,
it would hardly be noticed on that market.

ME. BOVELL (Vasse) 15.311: 1 want
to make one comment, and that is in re-
gard to the curtailment of spur school
bus services. ZFEarlier in the session I
asked a question regarding the saving of
cost to the Government in connection
with the suspension of these services, and
the Minister said it was expected that a
saving of £50,000 would be effected
through the rationalisation of bus spur
routes. I intend to bring to the notice
of the House what I regard as a tragic
case associated with the curtailment of
services.

For the past three- months I have been
in communication with the Minister for
Education in regard to two handicapped
children in the Witcheliffe area who have
heen unable to attend school on account
of physical disabilities. The father of
these children--who saw active service in
1939-45 war—wrote to me recently and
sajd—

I am sending a doctor’s certificate
from our local doctor referring to our
children and their inabhility to walk
the necessary distance. I would like
to ask you to present it to the Min-
ister, and if he will not see reason,
then perhaps you could get the case
printed in the “Weekend Mail” for us.
Then at least some people will realise
jut how the people in the country are
being treated by the Government.

We approached the headmaster at
the school again. He gave us his
word he would write to the Educa-
tion Department again. But up to
date we have heard nothing, and our
children are still away from school
(nearly three months now).

I am returning your letter as re-
quested, and I would like to ask you
to return the doctor’s certificate to
me when you have finished with it.

That relates to previous correspondence
that had passed between the parents and
myself.

I sent that medical certificate to the
Minister for Education, feeling that sym-
pathetic consideration would be given at
least to a special case. The medical cer-
tifilcate is on the official notepaper of Dr.
J. W. Barrett and Dr. J. S. Wilson of
Margaret River. It is dated the 11th
June, 1957, and it reads as follows:—

To whom it may concern. This is
to certify that Carol Walliss is not
fit to walk from home to the bus stop,
a distance of 1§ miles, and back again,
due to a congenital abnormality of
her right hip joint. Laurie Walliss,
in my opinion, should not walk this
distance either, due to a congenital
abnormality of his heart.
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That is signed by J. W. Barrett. I sent
that certificate to the Minister for Edu-
cation and his reply, addressed to me,
was as follows:—

In reply to your letter of the lst
July enclosing medical certificate con-
cerning the Walliss children of Witch-
cliffe, I have to advise that the de-
partment had previously given con-
sideration to the question of allowing
spurs for special local conditions and
for compassionate reasons. However,
50 many applicants quote grounds
that, in their opinion, merit special
consideration that efforts to reduce
expendifure would be jeopardised if
all requests were granted.

1 regret therefore that I am un-
ahle {0 accede to your request.

The medical certificate is returned
ag desired.

I feel that the Minister should have
given consideration to this special case,
in view of the certificate of a reputable
medical officer in the Margaret River dis-
trict. If he was not satisfied, he should
have had the medical officer associated
with the department go to the district
and check the medical certificate of the
resident doctor there.

This Government is neglecting the
people in the far distant areas, and it is
time it realised its responsibilities to
those who are endeavouring to pioneer
and develop the outback distriects of this
State. I feel, too, that any children who
are physically handicapped should be
given every practical encouragement to
attend school so0 as to receive an educa-
tion in subjects that will enable them to
overcome their physical handicaps. I am
very sore indeed about the attitude of
the Minister in having just wiped off this
case, which I have persisted in bringing
before his notice for three months.

What are these children to do? Are
they to stay out there with their physical
handicaps and be denied the opportuni-
ties of a reasonable education? I ask the
Minister to give further consideration to
this matter. I consider that if a motion
were submitted to this Parliament, mem-
bers would at least realise the need for
some consideration being given to physi-
cally handicapped children in ocutback
districts whose parents are struggling to
develop those areas and to earn a living
for themselves and their children.

Last evening the member for Bunbury
quoted figures from a reply to a question
that had been given by the Minister for
Education concerning expenditure on high
schools. My arithmetic does not exactly
coincide with that of the member for Bun-
bury. My calculation is that an amount
of £2,151,690 was expended on high schools
in the past two years in the metropolitan
area.
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The Minister for Education: Because
there was very little between 1947-48 and
1953,

Mr. BOVELL: 1 do not deny the child-
ren in the metrepolitan area the educa-
tional facilities they require, but I would
point out that in the same period an
amount of only £130,236 was expended in
country areas. Both of the high schools
concerned in that expenditure—those at
Manjimup and Merredin—are now, I
understand, being used, and the children
of those districts are receiving the bene-
fit. I was pleased to note, too, that in
reply to the same question the Minister
said, in regard to the Busselton high
schoo!, that it is hoped that the erection
of the school will be commenced during
this financial year, but it is not possible
to give the estimated expenditure at the
present time.

For the past two years the Minister has
indicated that a commencement would be
made on a new high school at Busselton,
but owing to the lack of finance—and this
is his reason—it has heen delayed. I
would ask the Minister to persevere in his
endeavours to secure the necessary fin-
ance and to have this high school com-
menced without further delay.

The Minister for Education;
my reassurance.

Mr. BOVELL: I thank the Minister very
much indeed! Mention was made of the
proposed new high school at Busselton in
the Speech of His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-Governor at the opening of the
first session of this Parliament, and again
in the Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor at the opening of this session. I
believe—and I emphasise this point
again—that education is most important
if our children are to take their place in
the world today, and I do not think that
the children of the far-distant places of
this great State should be penalised in any
way whatsoever. Every endeavour should
be made to give them equal educational
opportunities with children in the metro-
politan area.

The Minister for Education:
effort is being made.

MR, RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [5.44]: I
desire to say a few words about the North-
West, particularly the Kimberley area.
Recently there has been quite a lot of
publicity in the Press concerning the Xim-
berley district, and the Press is to be com-
mended on the publication of most in-
teresting articles on the North. By this
means the public can be educated concern-
ing the potentialities of the northern por-
tion of our State.

Undoubtedly huge sums of money are
required to develop that vast area. There
are miles and miles of beautiful black-
spil plains which are hardly stocked at all
In most instances the country is very
sparsely stocked, and that is due to the

You have

Every
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million-acre properties, particularly those
helonging to absentee owners, who are
most reluctant to put very much back into
their properties, except sufficient to keep
them egoing. There is seldom a complete
drought in that country as generally a few
inches of rain fall each year, but the
exceptionally dry 1952 season compelled
the owners of these vast properties to pro-
vide water in outback places where pre-
viously they had not done so. Owing lo
the river frontages being completely eaten
out they were compelled to put down bores
in the more remote virgin country.

The Department of Agriculture is to be
commended on the work its officers are
doing in assisting to bring back into pro-
duction the country that was eaten out.
Experiments are proceeding all over the
Kimberleys at present in this regard and
I am happy to be able to say that the
pastoralists are co-operating with the
departmental officers. I believe it was in
1885 or 1886 that the first cattle were
hrought to the Kimberleys by the McDon-
nells and Duracks and on the majority of
stations very little developmental work has
been done since then apart from hare
necessities, and in this regard I blame par-
ticularly the absentee owners.

If taxation concessions were granted to
the North by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, that would be one sure means of
populating that part of the State, but
raising the concession from £120 per year in
Zone A to £180 is nothing but an insult to
the people living in that counftry. If the
Prime Minister took a trip through the
northern part of Australia, I am sure he
would realise the necessity for the Com-
monwealth to spend huge sums of money in
that portion of Australia on schemes like
that for the Ord River dam or other minor
schemes such as damming the rivers
around Fitzroy. which would be on a small
g.cat]_:e compared with the Ord River pro-
ject.

People in the North cannot understand
the increases in the basic wage in view of
the fact that the last increase in the
metropolitan area was 3s. 11d,, bringing the
total for males to £13 12s. 6d. a week, as
against the position in the Goldfields.
which includes the North, and where the
inervase was 1s. 3d., bringing the total to
£13 7s. 10d. I would point out also that
State rental nome rentals vary from £3 14s.
to £5 per week and as an increase has
recently taken effect in regard to fares and
freights, the cost of living in the North has
risen. I believe the only way to overcome
the difficulties of that part of the State
would be to make a separate zone of the
North for the purpose of arriving at an
equitable basic wage, because the cost of
living is very high there.

I would also draw attention to the fact
that the unfortunate pensioner, wherever
he may be, is in a precarious position. I
know that is so all over Australia and pos-
sibly all over the world, but the pensioner
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in the northern part of this State is worse
off than those anywhere else. I have here
a list of prices sent to me recently by a
pensioner residing at Hall's Creek. It
shows bread at 2s. per loaf—he does not
give the weight of the loaf s0 I imagine it
is the ordinary loaf of bread—hutter 6s. per
1b., tea 8s. per lb., sugar 1s. 2d. per lb,
dried fruits 5s. 9d. per 1b., potatoes 17s. 6d.
a stone, onions 2s. per b, Sunshine milk
4s. 3d. per small tin, coffee 16s. per 1b,, self-
raising flour 9s. for a 7-1b, bag, and
tomatoes 4s. 3d. per 1b.

Since that list was sent to me there has
been an increase in freights which must
have had the effect of raising those prices
still further. If the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has any sense of justice, it should
increase the rate of pension for the few
pensioners in the North by an amount such
as is allowed to Commonwealth civil ser-
vants there, over and above their ordinary
wage, as a distriet allowance. The pen-
sioner has to live in that area and must
purchase his commodities on the same
market as everyone else and I repeat that
the cost of living is higher in the North
than anywhere else in Western Australia.

I congratulate the Government on the
provisions made in regard to its various
instrumentalities in the North. I realise
that more would have been done had
funds been available, but I would call
attention to the necessity, firstly, for the
provision of a new school at Wyndham.
The present bullding is some 50 years old
and the timber in it is completely dry-
rotted. The structure remains standing
only by virtue of the galvanised iron on
it or, as was said in the Press following the
big blow at Broome, it is probably kept
standing simply by the white ants holding
their hands together to save it from col-
lapsing. I trust the Minister for Education
will provide Wyndham with a new school
as soon as possible.

The hospital at Derby is in a deplorable
condition, but the Minister has promised
that repairs and renovations will be carried
out. The hospital was originally built for
five beds, but the average is now 30. The
flying doctor serviee to that part of the
State is based on Derby and covers a very
large area, with the result that patients
are brought from all over the Kimberleys
to Derby as well as from Yampi Sound
whenever there is a serious case there.
Therefore additional hospital accommoda-
tion is required, because Yampi has =z
population of about 180, including child-
ren, and women about to be confined come
to Derby, where the maternity section
of the hospital urgently requires atten-
tion.

Another urgent matter is the provision
of a court house at Derby. At present the
court there is held in the police office
which is a very small room and not at all
private, so I trust that the Minister will
do his best to assist in that regard also.
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I congratulate the Minister for the Neorth-
West and Supply and Shipping on the pro-
vision of the new ship, the “Koojarra,” and
also the other new vessel the “Koolania”
which is to be available in a few months
time. The air conditioning on the “Koo-
jarra” is far from satisfactory in the
summer time, but I am informed that the
trouble could be overcome by the provision
of fans.

A factor that should be taken into con-
sideration in the desighing of these ships
is that provision should be made for child-
ren. There is no provision on the "Koo-
jarra” for children and on the trip I made
on that vessel there were 33 children on
board, 18 of them under the age of 18
months, and members can imagine what
the mothers went through trying to keep
their children occupied in a very confined
space. If a playroom of some description
could be provided when designing these
vessels, the position would be greatly im-
proved.

I wish now to deal briefly with the
Tourist Bureau. In conversation with
tourists on State ships, I have been in-
formed that they are unable to obtain any
information regarding the North from the
Government Tourist Bureau in Perth and
I do not think that shows a very progress-
ive spirit on the part of that department.
Surely a pamphlet could be issued showing
the potentialities and facts of interest in
regard to the ports and the North gener-
ally! In the old days on the State ships
there appeared, on the back of the menu,
the day before reaching a port, a short
resume of matters of inferest concerning
that port and that provided a certain
amount of information for all who were
desirous of knowing something about that
part of the State. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

THE M'NISTER FOR MINES AND IN-
DUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT (Hon. L. F.
Kelly—Merredin-Yilgarn) [5.55): Several
members of the Opposition have taken the
opportunity during this debate to make
some rather wide of the mark statements
regarding the industrial development of
Western Australia and most of them have
taken the opportunity =also to point out
that no major industry has been brought
to Western Australia since the establish-
ment of Kwinana. To some extent that
is true, but I believe zll who have spoken
would be generous enough to concede that
it is not every day that it is possible to
bring to this State, with its limited popu-
lation, an jndustry such as that at
Kwinana.

We must not forget that—while not de-
precating at all the efforts of the present
Leader of the Opposition and his immedi-
ately responsible officer, Mr. Dumas—
there were many favourable circom-
stances surrocunding the coming of that
industry to Western Australia, and it was
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largely due to that fact that the firm con-
cerned eventually established itself at
Kwinana.

Hon. D. Brand: Had we not gone after
them, they would not have come here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
correct, and I do not wish to detract at
all from that fact, but had we not been
so favourably circumstanced, even if the
hon. member had sent a contingent after
them, he still would not have achieved
what was accomplished.

Hon. D. Brand: Would the Minister tell
us what effort has been made to get any
particular industry now established in the
Eastern States to come here?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
counter that question by asking the
Leader of the Opposition whether he has
in mind any particular indusiry, because
although there has heen some critieism,
there has been nothing constructive said
by the Leader of the Opposition or cthers
who have spoken from that side of the
House as to what steps should have been
iaken by the Deparitment of Industrial
Development.

Hon. D. Brand: We have read of so many
industries going to Victoria and South
Australia that I have been wondering what
effort was being made to get them to come
here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have
yet to know of those industries. Following
the return of the Premier of Victoria from
America I heard that he had had great
success and had done certain things in
the U.S.A. I followed within a few days
of his trip and I think that from the time
he left Victoria until he returned to that
State, something like 21 days elapsed. He
made great play on the fact that he had
engagements and gave interviews at break-
fast and at morning and afternoon tea
and spoke over t.v. several times—in fact,
he had a triumphal march through the
United States—and came home with a bag
full of industries, but T ask the Leader
of the Opposition to indicate a single in-
dustry that has come to Victoria as the
result of that trip.

The rumour has been bandied about
quite a lot that Victoria is anticipating
that new industries will be established in
that State and I quite believe that, in the
future, the Premier of Victoria will be able
to enumerate some of those industries
that have established themselves in that
State as a result of his very smart trip
across not only the United States of
America, but also parts of Europe.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: In the last two
years Vicioria has experienced record in-
dustrial expansion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I intend
to quote to the House, especially for the
information of the hon. member, some



418

figures in regard to the expansion of in-
dustries in Western Australia. I would
point out that we are not achieving this
on a population of 2,000,000 people, but
on a population of only 600,000. It is all
very well for members to speak in gen-
eralities and say that pastures further
afield are greener than ours, but it is
necessary that we should get down tc
facts.

Hon. D. Brand: I will get the names
of those industries which have not come
here, but which have established them-
selves in Victoria.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will be
glad if the Leader of the Opposition will
do that. However, if he had come out
into the open, he would have already told
me of the industries he had in mind so
that we could have taken some steps to
encourage them to come here.

Hon. D. Brand: That is the Govern-
ment's job.

Mr. Lawrence: If the hon. member had
the welfare of the State at heart, he would
have given the names of those firms to the
Minister long ago.

Hon. D. Brand: I thought that was what
the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment was for, but if it will do any good,
I will supply the names of such firms to
the Minister in the future.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for South Fremantle seems to
have put the case very well. I thought it
was the desire of the Leader of the Op-
position to help establish industries in this
State. I can recall, time and again, in-
stances where I discussed matters with him
that were worth investigation and he was
big enough to have some inquiry made
into them. If I have failed to grasp any
opportunity to encourage any industry to
establish itself in this State, or even if the
officers of my department have failed to
do so, I hope that I will be big enough
to investizale any future suggestion from
any hon. member that an industry should
be approached to establish itself in West-
ern Australia,

Of course, it is very easy to be airy about
this, that and the other and to convey a
wrong impression. If any criticism is to
be offered, let it be constructive. It is very
easy to find fault. I suppose there is not
a memher in this Chamber concerning
whom some of his constituents have not
found fault. I suppose I could go a bit
further and find fault with some of the
members who are sitting on the opposite
benches, and, no doubt, members of the
Opposition could look over here and find
fault with some of us. If we are desirous
of bettering the industrial position in this
State, however, it is essential that critic-
ismm of a constructive nature should be
put forward.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Your unfair trad-
ing legislation has frightened industry
away from this State. That is one of the
greatest factors against encouraging in-
dustry to Western Australia.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
legislation has not frightened industry
away at all. In due course I will show the
hon. member how industry in this State
has expanded. I will ask this: What value
can be calibrated as having come to this
State as a result of a major outlay of
£5,000,000? Because that is what it cost
to bring the Anglo-Iranian Qil Reflnery
to Kwinana. I would also point out that
this Government is not handling the huge
amount of money that was handled by
the previous Government.

Hon. D. Brand: Of course you are!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
not doing anything of the kind, and the
Leader of the Opposition knows it. Time
and again, when the end of the financial
year was reached, the Government of
which the Leader of the Opposition was
a member, was struggling to know how o
spend the capital that had been made
available to it.

Hon. D. Brand: That was contrary to
the statement made by the Minister for
Works who talked about all the commit-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That was
in the final stages of the McLarty-Watts
Government when it got hopelessly into
deht. Not up to its neck, but beyond it.

Hon. D PBrand: What about the
£1,600,900 you paid to the Old Country in
deferred payments as at the 30th June?

Mr. I. W. Manning: There were not
too many deferred payments,

Hon. D. Brand: ‘There was a sum of
£226,000 in England.

The SPEAKER: Order!
for Mines is speaking. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thank
you, Mr, Speaker, I thought the ILeader
of the Opposition had the floor! Let us
take our minds back to that period when
the State was making quite a degree of
noticeable industrial expansion. There was
a terrific lag on account of the war, but
that is being overtaken. At the time in-
dustry was making no progress whatsoever,
but now many industries have been dupli-
cated, especially during the past five or
six years.

In 1953 tremendous enthusiasm was
created in this State over the finding of
oil and, because of the possibilities at that
time, it locked as though oil would be dis-
covered in commercial quantities. Those
were the developments that were inciting
the business people, not only in Australia
but also in other parts of the world, to turn
their attention to this State.

The Minister
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Hon. D. Brand: That was in your time,
not mine.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I
am speaking of 1953. Had oil been dis-
covered in auantities sufficient to establish
an organisation similar to those that have
been established in other countries, the
situation in this State would have heen
entirely different. There would have been
terrific expansion, perhaps unjustifiably
so in maay instances, but there would
have been great prospects for the future.

Hon. D. Brand: What is the prospect
of finding oil now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My fin-
gers are still crossed and without being
over-optimistic, I would say that much of
the teething period is being experienced
by the companies at the present time and
eventually they will obtain the key to the
finding of oil in Western Australia. There
is no doubt that it was a miracle that oil
was struek in the first hole that was drilled
in this State.

Mr., Roberts: In Vietoria and South
Australia no oil has been struck but there
has been colossal industrial expansion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
because of the markets that are available
to those States. The hon. member will
admit that, surely.

Mr., Court: But it is only proportionate.
We have cut our migration intake whereas
those States have continued to absorb the
migration rate for the Commonwealth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
a different point altogether,

Mr. Court: It is direcily related, how-
ever, to the degree of employment., One
cannot be divorced from the other. Our

capacity to absorb migrants is related to
our capacity to expand employment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only re-
cently I read where there is quite a lot
of unemployment in States other than
ours.

Mr. Court:
greatest.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
20,000 people unemployed in Australia at
the present time and the figure for West-
ern Australia is 2,400. In proportion, the
unemployment figures might be the same
as in other States.

Mr. Court: But this State’s rate of
unemployment is the worst in Australia.

Mr. Lawrencs: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, I cannot hear what the Minister
is saying.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for South Fremantle is quite in order in
rising to his feet and making this protest
as a member of this Assembly so that he
may be enabled to hear the debate. I would
ask members to permit the Minister to

But our proportion is the
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continue with his speech without inter-
ruption. One interjection at a time is bad
enough, but when there are several, it is
impessible to hear the Minister. I have
sat in the back benches myself and on
many occasions I have had difficulty in
hearing the speaker who had the floor.
I would therefore ask members to Keep
order and permit the Minister to continue
his speech without any further interrup-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I thank
you, Mr, Speaker. I am sure that your
remarks are warranted. I think it is en-
tirely unfair to say that there has been
a lack of industrial progress—that is the
term that has been used by one or two
members—in this State. An analysis of
the progress of industrial development,
showing where this development has been
registered and where consolidation has
been effected In industry, should be made,
because expansion and consolidation of
industry are vitally important. We do not
want to have in this State a great number
of industries that are not likely to survive
or which are just struggling through and
calling upon the Government for assist-
ance, simply because we are prepared to
introduce new industries in counter to
those already in existence. If this were
done, it would merely embarrass still fur-
ther those indusfries which a population
of 600,000 only can support. I think that
is a very important factor. There has been
excellent development in the past four
Years. For instance, new factory buildings,
to the value of £4,000,000 have been erected
in Western Australia.

Mr. Roberts: New industries?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, many
of them are and some of them are ex-
panded industries. The expansion of exist-
ing industries is equally as important as is
the establishment of new industries as I
pointed out a while ago. We cannot lase
sight of that aspect. Of course, it ean he
said that guite a few of these industries
have not, perhaps, been assisted by the
Government. I would point out that they
may not have been assisted with cash, but
they have been given very material help in
regard to the obtaining of sites, in securing
amenities, and obtaining technical advice
from our departmental officers who are in
the position to give it. Also, in many other
ways the Government is repeatedly called
upon to assist industry,

Although many of these industries were
not new, quite a few industrial establish-
ments have been expanded. For instance,
Felton, Grimwade & Bickford, a firm which
has been established in this State for many
years, has expanded its operations because
the opportunity was ripe.

Hon. D. Brand: It would expand in any
case as the State grows, would it not? A
firm such as that would naturally have to
expand its business.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Definitely,
but the population is not expanding that
fast.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Oh, yes!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Oh, no!
In 11 years only 100,000 people have come
to Western Australia.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: We were taking
them in at a greater rate than any other
State of the Commonwealth,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only
comparatively.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That's it!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But the
migration rate of the other States equalled
ours or was perhaps a little under.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: I cannot under-
stand it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course,
the hon. member cannot.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Our migration
rate has been proportionate with that of
the other States.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: New in-
dustry has not expanded at the same rate.
If we expand industry by 20 per cent. we
expand some industries but not all. For
example, Brishane & Wunderlich Ltd. made
extensions to its porcelain works. An
entirely new industry, dealing with re-
inforcing steel, was established by Kresst
Industries Pty. Ltd. The firm of Arcus
Metal Products entered into the produc-
tion of domestic refrigerators and many
other household appliances. That alsc was
an entirely new industry that was estab-
lished in this State.

A new porcelain enamelling plant has
been erecied by Metters Ltd. and is now in
production. The Berger group of com-
panies has also erected a new paint fac-
tory. Because of the State’s expansion,
Lindberg, Foster, Hart Pty. Ltd.,, an en-
tirely new firm that manufactures re-
frigerators, has seen fit to grasp the op-
portunity to establish a branch in this
State regardless of the fact that Arcus
Metal Products L{d., an entirely new con-
cern, had gone into production only 2 few
months previously. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition would know quite a lot
about Steel Furniture Pty, Lid., which is
an entirely new industry.

Sitting suspended from §.15 to 7.30 p.n.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Prior to
the tea suspension I made mention of some
of the new industries. I do not propose to
refer to a full list of all new industries,
but I feel some other names should give
an indication of the amount of progress
being made; if not in a major sense, then
in an important sense. There have been
of recent times two new cement lime brick
producing manufacturers who have gone
into production.
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Hon. D. Brand: Are cement lime pro-
ducts selling well as compared with others?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, very
well, and giving no anxiety at all. It was
a field that had to be more or less de-
veloped as it went along, and the results
have been very satisfactory. Al least we
do not hear much by way of unsatisfactory
conditions. A firm commenced manufac-
turing steel windows. It is not a big con-
cern, but is playing quite an important parg
in the general set-up of the State. Pope
Engineering Pty. Ltd., as members will
know, came here and first of all acguired
the Beaufort Engineering Works, which
was hot a progressive firm. Pope's ex-
panded its works and finally opened a new
plant. The member for Bunbury will reeall
that we opened a small woollen and textile
mill in that centre. '

Joyce Bros. went in for major improve-
ments and as a result have beeh able to
put out a better product and they are doing
quite a good job in the State. There are
a number of smailer firms which are play-
ing an important part in expansion, he-
cause they represent, industries not already
catered for. They cater for something
specialised. It is difficult for some of these
industries to become established without
the Government’s being prepared to help
materially. The Department of Industrial
Development, over the last few years, has
assisted, as I said, very materially finan-
cially, when we take into consideration
the amount of money available for these
advances.

In 19853-54, £1,000,000 of State money
went into industry generally. In 1954-55
the advances approached £750,000 while in
the following year they were well over
£1,000,000. Finally, in 1956-57, the amount
was £500,000. That is the total liability,
as far as Western Australia is concerned,
in these industries. plus an amount lent
by the previous Government, approaching
£3,000,000. The figure is now over
£6,000,000. In other words, the amount
that has been expended has heen more
than doubkled since the present Govern-
ment came into office, and, during this
period, the net value of increased produc-
tion is over £20,000,000. Many industries
have been examined, and many have been
encouraged by the offer of financial assist-
ance or by help promised in regard to en-
abling them to commence by making land
available and providing general amenities.

There are other industries which we are
keen to see established, but they are not
prepared to come to Western Australis at
the present time because they have already
become firmly established in the Eastern
States. These manufacturing concserns
have not gone in recently, but have been
there for some years. They are manufac-
turing concerns which are capable of ah-
sorbing the Western Australian market.
One very hotable instance is that of tyre
manufacture. Tyres in Western Australia
are guite a big sales medium and if one
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company could get the lot, it might be
somewhere near worth while, but when
these sales are split between three or four
major companies, each with its own
clientele firmly fixed, we have to realise
that it is not a very encouraging possibility
for any one firm to come here and en-
deavour to capture the whole of the
market.

There are various other concerns. Plas-
tics have been thoroughly examined and
some people have been interested in com-
ing here for the purpose of establishing a
plasties industry, but again the market is
not ready to absorb this product at the
present time because of importations,
which will continue to further reduce the
possibilities of a plastics industry starting.
We are not in a position where our own
by-products are sufficient to enahle the in-
dustry to start and have a reasonable
chance of survival, The possibility of
titanium dioxide production has also been
investigated.

Members will realise that the matter of
coal utilisation has had a great amount
of atiention from the Government for quite
a long period of years, and 1 propose to
'show a little later the amount of capital
that is being expended in an endeavour to
bring about a greater utilisation of coal
on a better basis. Various chemical pro-
duets such as chlorine, urea, and sulphur
have also had a lot of attention and en-
deavours have been made to explore the
possibility of some firms engaging in manu-
factures of that kind in Western Australia.

The Government is endeavouring to
assist such firms as Plaistowes. For a long
time we have had, in Western Australia,
the experience of importing a tremendous
amount of canned fruit and canned goods
generally and it has been shown that on
oecasions when a manufacturing concern
has endeavoured to start in Western Aus-
tralia—I have in mind Mumzone—either
by an influx of imports from the Eastern
States of those particular lines or because
of the inability of the Western Australian
growing-section to supply the right type of
varieties, the canning industry has not
flourished over the years. However, at the
present time, it appears we are likely to
have Plaistowes coming in on a very satis-
factory scale. Its potentials are many. _

I could go on enumerating firms for
some time. We have been in tcuch with
many British firms, and have been in con-
stant contact with the German firm of
Krupps in regard to coal and iron ore,
and the possibility of commencing an in-
dustry of sizable proportions in these com-
modities. We have done a tremendous
amount in endeavouring to interest
United Kingdom rubber firms to come to
the West. Many members will have read
of the possibility of Laporte Chemicals
coming to this State. Negotiations are in
progress at the present time to interest
people concerned to embark upon zn in-
dustry based on the recovery of salt from
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the Port Gregory area. Several Australian
firms have been interested to a point, and
then have faded out of the picture. At
the present time, a French firm is very
keen and some progress is being made.

The Government’s responsibility, apart
from the introduction of new industries,
is, as I said earlier, to keep established
industry in a healthy state and that, of
course, is a continuing responsibility for
this Government or any other Govern-
ment. In recent times the Government
has, with some success, launched a pre-
ference for loecal manufacture campaign
and it can be said to the credit of the
people of Western Australia and very
many of the traders that they have whole-
heartedly co-operated, and the sale of
local products today is very much greater.
One large trader of the metropolitan area
showed me his display in connection with
the products of the Albany Waollen Mills,
He told me that the Albany mills were
now his second best account. Therefore,
it can be seen that a great deal is belng
achieved by fostering local industry. We
have embarked on an extensive public
campaigh covering radio, Press and fllms.

I shall now deal with another remark
made by the Leader of the Opposition
which again, I say, was without founda-
tion. I think his remark was in mild
criticism—probably very mild. It was in
regard to the North-West and minerals
in that part of the State. I immediately
obtained the figures in connection with
that phase and found that in recent times
the Government has loaned money to a
number of small investors, They are cer-
tainly small investors, but they are also
very important ones. During this period,
the Government has advanced roughly
£50,000 to people wanting machinery, and
they are being assisted with transport and
in other ways. We have given bank
guarantees to an amount of £12,500, and
£50,000 to people wanting machinery and
working capital, and they are being assisted
with transport and in other ways. We
have given bank guarantees to an amount
of £12,500, and £50,000 has been spent on
the diamond drilling programme in the
North-West. There is a regional geo-
graphical survey and it has heen going
on for some time. If is now in its second
vear, which is part of a three-year pro-
gramme,

Hon. D. Brand: Do you not think that if
some arrangement were made with large
companies similar to that made with the
oil companies for exploration by larger in-
dustry, it would have satisfactory results,
by getting a more thorough investigation
by people with the necessary eguipment
and eapital, provided you gave them a
large area as some incentive?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1In
Western Australia at present there are a
number of companies. I think the Leader
of the Opposition is speaking of oil com-
panies. These companies have huge
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amounts of Western Australian money—
the money of small investors—and they are
doing nothing for themselves. I know of
one firm whaose capital was subscribed by
about 15,000 pecople. This company Iis
holding over £600,000, but it is doing very
little with the money in the way of oil
search in Western Australia, It has not
even put down one drill hole. But I do
know that it has wasted a lot of Western
Australian capital.

I came in contact with a man at Roe-
bourne and I remarked on the nice and
efficient-looking equipment he had. He
had a well set-up truck with every amenity.
He did not know who I was. I asked him
what he was doing. He said, “I have been
here for two or three months. I am sup-
posed to be looking for o0il.” I said, “That
is very interesting. How are you getting
on?” He said, “If they left me alone, I
might do some good, but after I have been
out in the hills for a month, they bring me
back to the coast. Now I am shuttle-
cocking from one place to another. 1 go
from Wyndham to Onslow according to the
instructions from head office. My job con-
sists of being sent from one point to an-
other and told to await further instruc-
tions. After I have been at a place for
two or three days, I am sent a wire and
told to proceed to some other part.” This
is the type of thing that the Leader of the
Opposition is saying we should be spending
more money on.

Hon. D. Brand: I never sald anything of
the kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
what the hon, member implied. My peint
is this, and ‘I think it is logieal: If the
company has as much money as it has, it
is time it gdid a little for itself in the way
of getting better equipment; or in doing
something with the shareholders’ money.
We are not supposed to be doing this sort
of thing,

This does not come under the Mines
Department, but it was part of the geologi-
cal set-up. When Carnarvon was in trouble
over water we were asked to send a
geologist there to find out what could be
attempted in an endeavour to give Car-
narvon and the planters on the Gascoyne
a better water supply. The geologist, after
looking through the district very thorough-
1y, came to the conclusion that under-
ground water was not of much value; that
bores would not get the district very far.
He returned to Perth and recommended
that a clay plug be put across the Gascoyne
River, An amount of £25,000 was ex-
pended, and from appearances it could be
a success. We are hoping it will be.

The o0il companies have been given
assistance, not by the provision of money
direct, but in many other ways. Right
throughout the present exploration activ-
ities of the Wapet Co., the present Govern-
ment has, through various departments,
assisted materially. The company has heen
helpful in regard to supplying most ameni-
ties themselves. They have done a very
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good job, but they have been the means of
continual revenue going from the Govern-
ment, whether it be from the Public Works
Department, the North-West Department,
or some gther department. ‘They have been
assisted madterially., This is all part of the
set-up in the minerals position. The same
thing applies in regard to blue ashestos.
The Government has had a continuing
interest in blue asbestos. Altogether, a lot
of money has been spent on minerals in
the North-West.

I come back to my original remark that
I think the criticism of the Leader of the
Opposition in this regard was totally un-
founded. I mentioned a moment ago that
the Government had done a lot in regard
to coal; in endeavouring to find an alter-
nate use for coal and in a by-products
examination and in various other ways.
This has been done in an endeavour to
step up the quantity of coal used in the
State. This, too, has some relationship to
industrial development.

The Fuel Technology Division comes
under the Mines Department directly. The:
outlay to date on coal examination and on
the various methods adopied in an en--
deavour to make, successfully, briquettes.
or to coke Collie coal is £107,000. In addi-
tion, the Bureau of Research has spent.
£64,000, making a total of £170,000 odd..
Under the research side of the Fuel Tech-
nology Division, we have examined very
fully the gasification and briquetting of
Collie coal. A slight departure from coal
is sawdust firing. This method of firing:
has gained some importance, and some-
thing is likely to be achieved here.

Mr. Roberts: What is the latest in-
formation in regard to the gasification.
and coking of Collie coal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
latest information we have is that the
pilot plant can satisfactorily produce
briquettes. They have been used in in-
dustry and have proved satisfactory. We
are not, however, satisfied that the eco-
nomics of the industry are sound.

Mr. May: You are referring to coke
briquettes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. We
do know that we can successfully make
briquettes. We can get the fibre, timber
and all the rest of it that goes to the
making of a coke briquefte. The Gov-
ernment has taken a further step in this
industry; it is getting a report from
Lurgl’s of Germany, the firm which was
instrumental in setting up a similar type
of factory in the Eastern States where
the briquette is produced from coal of &
lesser quality than that which we have at
Collie. We are hoping that by October the
economics of the position will have been
thoroughly examined by Lurgi’s and that
the blueprints and general recommenda-
tions will be available to the Govern-
ment.
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We have heard a lot recently regard-
ing the charcoal iron industry and I think
that all the members who spoke, even
the member for Blackwood, waxed en-
thusiastic, and displayed a lot of know-
ledge in regard to what was happening
over charcoal iron. Again I think a lot
of the controversy in the House was on
unsound lines. It certainly occurred with-
cut much knowledge of what was {aking
place. I suppose rnembers might be justi-
fied in asking for more information than
they have been given., To some extent
they could be right, but I point ouf that
the whole possibility of the establishment
of a charcoal iron industry in the South-
West is based on the Government’s ability
to get an export licence from the Com-
monwealth. So, what has transpired to
date can only be tentative until such time
as the Commonwealth decides to make up
its mind to grant the export licence.

I think there was some expression of
fear as to the depletion of iron ore re-
serves. Both the member for Blackwood
and the Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned this matter. Again I say there is
little need for anxiety on this score. It
was rather illuminating to hear the
Leader of the Opposition waxing so en-
thusiastic and commenting critically on
the future of the iron ore reserves when,
during the period his party was in office,
he not only frittered away the advantages
we had with our raw material at Yampi
Sound and Cockatoo Island, but gave it
away to the tune of 120,000,000 tons, or
better, above highwater mark.

Hon. Sir Ross McLlarty: In the know-
ledge that if was to be used in Australia,.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member was apparently not passessed of
these high ideals in those times but was
quite happy to take this asset from pos-
terity. Prequently in the House I hear
how we are going to help posterity, but
members opposite did not think of that
in those times when we were giving away
posterity’s inheritance.

Hon. D, Brand: Were we right or
wrong, if you can export some now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Murray acted in good faith in
his own way, but can it bear examination?
‘What has BH.P. done for Western Aus-
tralia? The hon. member gave to that
organisation 120,000,000 tons of iron ore,

Mr. Ress Hutchinson: It has given
cheap steel.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
company has fewer employees in Western
Australia than Wundowie with its small-
scale prpduction; and we have no possi-
bility of getting an integrated steel in-
dustry from BHP. and that is not with-
standing the fact that we gave this iron
ore to them; we shovelled it to them with
two hands,
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Mr. Roberts: Do you want BHP. to
expand in this State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want
to see a steel industry expand, but it will
not be expanded by BH.P.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: It will not be
under anyone else.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is in-
teresting to hear the hon. member's views
on it. The first thing that those in control
of every steel industry that I approached
in America, said was, “Your Government
has already given away its major bargain-
ing stick.” In other words, I visited several
steel industries in America in an en-
deavour to bring an integrated steel indus-
try here, and the first thing I was told
was that we had nothing to offer.

Hon. D. Brand: Didn't we asrgue that
there were substantial reserves at Kool-
yvanobbing; and were we not right? We
must have heen seeing that you are going
to sell some to Japan.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member kept back a very small deposit
compared with what he gave away.

Hon. D. Brand: What is the deposit at
Koolyanobbing?

Mr. Roherts: What are the respective
deposits?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
are 120,000,000 tons above
level.

Hon. D. Brand: What about Koolyanob-
bing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
would be about 70,000,000 tons there.

Hon. D, Brand: Above the ground.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Above
waler level. That is not all. There is
more iron in the Yampi-Cockatoo area
which is not above water Ievel. There is
still plenty more there, but it was given
away by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Roberts: To Australians.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: More
than 120,000,000 tons was given away for
6d. a ton. If we have it for another 50
vears, we will get £3.000,000 for it. The
present Government, by selling iron ore to
Japan, or any other nation, will re-
ceive £6,000,000 for 1,000,000 tons—not
120,000,000 tons.

The Minister for Transport: I bet B.H.P.
put into the party funds, solidly.

Hon. D. Brand: I bet the union mem-
bers at Wundowie have put into party
funds, too.

The Minister for Transport:; I hope so.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

Leader of the Opposition can draw a red
herring over the whole situation.

There
high water
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Hon. D. Brand: If we have not iron
ore reserves, why are we selling it to
Japan?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is a
matter of 1,000,000 tons, not 120,000,000
tons.

Hon. D. Brand: Why are we selling any
if we have not sufficient reserves?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
reserves, but not a major reserve like the
Leader of the Opposition gave away dur-
ing his period of office. The hon. gentle-
man cannot get out of this, no matter
what he says or from what angle he ap-
proaches it. He will, in the eyes of bos-
terity, never live down what he did.

The Minister for Transport: 6d. a ton!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Leader of the Opposition wants 5s. each
way.

Hon. D. Brand: No, he dees not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
During the course of his remarks he said,
“ Not opposed to the charcoal iron indus-
try.” Not much; dear, ch dear! Then he
said, *“Doubtful about reserves of iron ore.”
Yet he is now trying to tell us we have
plenty.

Hon. D. Brand: I am not opposed to a
charcoal iron industry being set up: but
not by the State.

"The MINISTER FCR MINES: The
Leader of the Opposition said he was
doubtful abouf the reserves of iron ore,
and he remarked that the expenditure on
the charcoal iron industry was not justi-
fied. He feels the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is justified in refusing an export
licence. We must not go ahead or sell
1,000,000 tons out of about 218,000,000
tons in various parts of Western Australia;
and the majority of it is of a grade that
would be satisfactory to put into a
foundry, if necessary. He also said that
he felt that the Commonweslth Govern-
ment was justified in refusing an export
licence. He must know something that
we do not know yet; we do not know
whether the export licence has been re-
fused. To go a little further, in the Press
this morning the Chamber of Commeérce
had something to say and, of course, it
was all in favour of the Liberal Party.
Naturally it is the headquarters of the
Liberal Party.

Mr. May: It is the backbone of the
Liberal Party.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
chamber says that it would be delighted
to see a successful charcoal iron industry
established in the South West, but not
by the Government. I suggest they would
be quite happy to establish an industry
under their own steam under certain cir-
cumstances because the spokesman goes
on to say that he believes that ample
money would be found by free enterprise
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for industry in this State, provided—and
then he goes on to lay down certain pro-
visions. Let us see what sum of money
gag come in from free enterprise up to
ate.

Mr. Heal: The cost of living is going
up.
Hon, D. Brand: Why?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let us
look at the position at Collie where free
enterprise is functioning under three
separate headings. The previous Govern-
ment gave them £1,250,000. What for?
Is it the function of the Government to
give successful private enterprise millions.
of pounds, or does private enterprise jus-
tify its existence by doing something for
itself?

Hon, D. Brand: You gave Chamberlains
a couple of million pounds—and they were
not very successful.

Mr. Roberts: On the 25th Octobker last—

The SPEAKER: Order! Members must
keep order.

Mr. Roberts: On the 25th October last—

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Min-
ister to resume his seat please. Members
must please keep order. - After all, the
Minister is making a speech and there are
far too many interjections; that applies
to both sides of the House and so far as
I am concerned, I will not allow so many
interjections. One at a time is all right,
but a dozen at a time is not fair to the
speaker. Every member is entitled to put
his case before this Assembly and, so far
as I am concerned, I will not allow so
many interjections at once. I repeat, this
applies to members on both sides.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am a
bit like a yo-yo, getting up and down so
often.

The SPEAKER: The Minister may re-
sume his speech.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Chamber of Commerce was quite happy
about establishing a charcoal iron indus-
try in this State so long as the Govern-
ment would give free enterprise proper
encouragement. They go on to say that
if there was a satisfactory guarantee that
the industry would be given freedom from
unnecessary Government interference, the
industry could be established. It was
quite unnecessary—absolutely unneces-
sary—for any person to make a comment
of that kind. There has been no shack-
ling or interference with private enter-
prise. We cannot get them to move on
anything unless they get 25 to 30 per cent.
profit out of it. They are not interested
in the State; they are interested only in
what money they can get out of it.

Hon, D. Brand: Does that apply to all
private enterprise?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is all
very well for private enterprise to talk like
that. They will carry on only 50 long as
the Government carries out all their ex-
perimental work; so long as the Govern-
ment does all the costly work, they will
come into it, providing that they eget
enocugh out of it. We have the same posi-
tion with cozl top. As T said a few
moments ago, a large sum of money has
been spent by Governments, over a period
of years, on the research into coal
generally,

There is one Australian firm whaose rep-
resentatives were in my office the other
day. The first thing they said to me was,
“We will come in, but how much will you
give us?” They were not putting in any
money of their own; they were not pre-
pared to invest their own money in re-
search but they wanted the Government
to do all that sort of work—it would have
cost about £250,000. No one can iell me
anything about what people like that will
do. The previous Government was pre-
pared to do the work for them.

Hon. D. Brand, What about your Gov-
ernment running Chamberlains?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cham-
berlains have done a fine job. FEvery
member of the Country Party will agree
that the machinery turned out by Cham-
berlains is very good and has been of tre-
mendous assistance to the farming indus-
try. Every member of the farming
community is proud of what Chamberlains
have achieved. It might have cost a lot
of money, but the Government established
that industry because it was necessary
and results, over a period of years, show
that it has meant a good deal to Western
Ausgtralia.

Hon. D. Brand: It is very good machin-~
ery, but £3,000,000 is a bit too much on the
dehit side.

The MINISTER, FOR MINES: It is a bit
much but, after all, the State got more
from it than we did from the 120,000,000
tons of ore sold to B.H.P. for 6d. a ton.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What about the
Willcock Government? A lot was said
about the export of iron ore in those days.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I wounld
not, know much ahout that because it was
s0¢ long ago. But if the ex-Leader of the
Liberal Party says something, it must be
fairly right!

Mr. Roberts: On the 25th Oectober last
the Premier indicated, in answer to a ques-
tion I asked, that the export of iron ore was
totally prohibited by the Commonwealth
Government.

Mr. May: Who is making the speech?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
50; does the hon, member know why its
export is prohibited? If he has a little
knowledge in this regard, it will not do him
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any harm. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment is behind the prohibition order be-
cause it is trying to protect BH.P. That
Government does not want any opposition
to BHP. and that is why there is an
embargo on the export of iron ocre. Why
is there not an embargo on ilmenite or on
all the other minerals which are sent out
of this country? There is no need to ask
permission to send those minerals out of
the country. No licence is necessary. I
know why the Commonwesalth Govern-
ment insists on a licence for the export
of iron ore; B.H.P. must be protected.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Why stop at
1,000,000 tons, if you think like that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think we should stop at that figure; but
1,000,000 tons is a good start for the esiab-
lishment of an industry. If we can sell
1,000,000 tons for £6,000,000, as against
120,000,000 tons for £3,000,000, it is sound
business.

Mr. Ross Hutchinsen: You do not want
to keep any reserves here?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: You want to sell
ancther 1,000,000 tons and so get rid of our
reserves.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As regards
our reserves, a little information might he
useful to the hon. member. There are
92,000,000 tons at Koolan Island and it is
67 per cent. iron. At Cockatoo Island there
are 16,600,000 tons, after B.H.P. has taken
nearly 10,000,000 tons from the island, and
the percentage of iron is 69, There are also
the deposits at Wilgie Mia, where there are
70,000,000 tons, and the average content
of metallic iron is about 63 per eent. vary-
ing down to as low as 50 per cent. There
are the Mt. Hale deposits, 1,250,000 tons,
Mt. Gould, 14,000,000, and an unknown
quantity at Mt. Stuart. We have never
had sufficient capital-—and I suppose the
same could be said of previous Govern-
ments—ito examine fully the deposits at
that field or some of the other iron ore
deposits in Western Australia.

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
Tallering Range where there are 3,500,000
tons with an average content of §4 per cent.
There is a deposit at Gabanintha, 200,000
tons—a very small deposit—and a deposit
at Mt. Gibson of 2,250,000 tons. I know
the area around Mt. Caudan, where there
is a deposit of iron ore. I have been there
on a number of occasions and although it
is a large deposit, its quantity is unknown
and it could he 50,000,000 tons or 5,000,000.
There is certainly a lot of high-grade ore
in this State, and we have not depleted
those deposits to any extent at all. Also,
the iron ore which is sold, if it ¢can he sold
to Japan, will not be given away. I give
an assurance to the Opposition that while
this Government is in power, no iron ore
deposits will be given away.

Mr. O'Brien: Hear, hear!
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
a number of other deposits in this State
and no one knows where half of them are.
So to sell a million tons for £6,000,000 is
not very much; and it is not much to ask
the Commonwealth Government or any
other Government for a licence to do that.

Mr. Ackland: Will that be £6,000,000 net
or at Fremantie on board the ships?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
speaking of the revenue that will come to
Western Australia now as a result of the
sale of 1,000,000 tons of iron ore. The
result of selling 120,000,000 tons at 6d. a
ton is £3,000,000 spread over 150 years,
80 years or some other numbher of years.
But the total we will get as a result of
that sale will he only £3,000,000, whereas
for the sale of only 1,000,000 tons we are
getting double that sum now.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: A very vital point
iBs I—%hat we are getting cheap steel from
H.P.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The rest
of the world is getting cheap steel from
them. B.H.P. cannot manufacture suffi-
cient steel for Australia’s needs; vet they
have enough to export. Why? Because
the export price of the steel is much higher
than the local price and it does not matter
a hang to them what Australia does about
its steel.

Mr. Ross BHutchinson:
got against BH.P.?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
a lot of time for BH.P.; but members op-
posite are holding them up for their
achievements, whereas 1 have told the
House the position which obtains in regard
te steel. I know that B.HP., has done
a tremendous amount of good. I also know
that the firm was given 120,000,000 tons
of iron ore for 6d. a ton. It is of no use
members opposite looking at me like that
because, despite what they might say, I
have not been anywhere tonight.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber’s time has expired.

On motion by the Minister for Trans-
port, titne extended.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
now pass on to something a little less
controversial and I should like to discuss
a number of things about my trip to the
United States last year.

Hon. D. Brand: Before you go on, tell
us how much land you gave away to the
Chase Syndicatle at a give-away price. Also,
how much did the rolling mill cost?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Min-
ister for Agriculture will have something
to say about the Chase Syndicate. How-
ever, I would say that I have known more
land {0 be given away by the previous
Government and at no better price.

Hon. D. Brand: To whom?

What have you

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
not for a big scheme like this one is.

Hon. D. Brand: To whom?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To
friends of the Opposition. Before those
unruly interjections, I was about to say
how much I appreciated the Government's
action and also the support that I have
heen given from time to time by the Op-
position regarding my trip to the United
States last year. Most members will know
that the main idea of my going to the
United States was to make inquiries about
0il and to endeavour to find out where we
were heading in regard to the search for
oil in this State.

Most of my time on the trip was devoted
to the question of oil and we wanted to
know a lot more than we already knew
about it. Had oil bheen struck in com-
mercial quantities in this State, we wanted
to get some idea of the experience of other
countries. Had we not done that, we would

.have had to rely on a hit or miss policy

in framing any legislation. Even though
we might have had an Act to cover what
we thought would be necessary in the event
of striking oil in commercial quantities. it
might not have proved effective and we
thought it necessary to see at first hand
what was being done in an oil-producing
country.

We also wanted to find out the first
things we ought to do for the establish-
ment of oil centres, the general handling
of the product, the research that would
be necessary and the guestion of conserva-
tion. which has loomed so large in both
the United Stafes and Canada. The ques-
tion of issuing and handling titles, the
general management and agreement be-
tween company and Government were all
undoubtedly an enigma and one that even
the departmental officers had very few
answers to. Accordingly, the trip was
largely centred around the oil industry in
general. At some time I would like to
give the House an idea of just what the
oil industry really could mean to this
country, and what it has meant to other
countries. T would like to take members
through the many experiences that it was
my privilege and pleasure to have, At this
stage, however, I should rather give some
idea in a sketchy manner of the features
and matters with which I was faced, and
the experiences through which I passed.

Perhaps ranking second on the list would
have been an endeavour to induce
American capital into Western Australian
industry, I know that in this regard a
tremendous amount of goeodwill has been
built up and a lot of interest has been
created in the innumerable paossibilities
that exist in Western Australia. I spoke
earlier of the integrated steel industry.
The answer, however, was eXactly the same
in each of the several foundries that I
visited.
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Two of the main foundries, namely,
Kaisers and the Republic, after quite a
lot of consiceration—and I might say that
both those firms had a brochure setting out
Western Australia’s potential in regard to
supplies of raw materials, lime and other
ingredients neecessary for the setting up of
an integrated steel industry—said that, on
present figures, an integrated steel industry
in Western Australia would not he justi-
fled. That was the answer I received at
every interview,

In the first instance this related to outlay.
But one of the encouraging features was
that the Republic Foundry said that at the
present time their hands were too fully
tied anyway. Firstly, they said we did not
have the potential and then they said they
would be interested in buying every ton
of iron ore we could supply at a very sub-
stantial figure, but they would want it in
its raw state. They would have heen quite
happy to take the entire supply of Western
Australia’s iron ore.

They intimated that to commence an
integrated steel industry in this State
would call for a minimum outlay of
roughly £10,000,000 and to justify putting
in £10,000,000 worth of equipment in the
establishment of that industry, they would
want at least 2,000,000 tons per year out-
put. When we examine Australia’s posi-
tion, we find that this year, for the first
time in the history of B.H.P.—of whom we
have said so much this evening—that firm
is expecting to reach a 3,000,000 tons out-
put; whereas the Republic people say that
2,000,000 tons would be a minimum to make
the proposition a payable one,

The managing director went on further
to say that their hands were tied until
1960, but after that they would be interes-
ted in coming and having a look at Aus-
tralia and particularly—sinee we have the
major deposits—they would be interested
in Western Australia. He said, “You can
understand why we are not interested at
this stage,” and added that at the present
time the American output was roughly
350,000,000 tons. He went on to say that
as a firm and organisation, they had 11
factories, one of which at that time was a
34,000,000 tons a year production factory.

He said that because there was so much
business offering at their backdoor, they
were not interested at present in our pro-
position. He felt sure that I would under-
stand why, particularly when he added that
they were putting 500,000,000 doilars into
expanding their present factory. If mem-
bers cared to work that out, they would find
that an equivalent of £250,000,000 is going
into expanding their factory with a view
to furthering their steel output.

Hon. D. Brand: You will have to hurry
or you will sell all we have to Japan.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think that 1,000,000 tons, or even 5,000,000
or 10,000,000 tons would deplete our sup-
plies; it would not affect the overall posi-
tion here. It is only a matter of 1,000,000
tons and no more,
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Hon. D. Brand: It is a bad precedent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know whether the hon. member wants to
draw me back to the subject, but if he
would like me to give him a bit more about
iron ore, I would be happy to do so.

The Minister for Transport: He got a
big enough belting a few minutes ago.

Hon. D. Brand: Said the Minister for
Transport stroking his head!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One of
the major industries that must come here
sooner or later is the tyre industry. Here
again the total consumption for Western
Auystralia is below the requirements. I
had an opportunity of discussing this very
fully with both the Goodyear people and
the Firestone company and inquired as
to the possibility of their becoming estab-
lished in this State. The Firestone Tyre
Co. admit freely that in the period shortly
after the war—and that was when the
hon. member was in office on this side
of the House—had they been given any
encouragement, they would have estab-
lished an industry in Western Australias,
because there was a growing need for a
greater supply of tyres, We were not get-
ting our supplies from the Eastern States,
and the need definitely existed. But be-
cause the Firestone people got the cold
shoulder, they went to Manila and estab-
lished themselves there. But they would
be rather happy some time to claim some
of Western Australia's trade.

Hon. D. Brand: Would the Minister be
frank enough to have a look at a certain
file regarding Olympia tyres and see what
?Ipproaches have been made to get them

ere?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not know what was on the files; there
was certainly nothing on the files rela-
tive to Kwinana, it was all very hush,
hush! So I don’t think anything would
be gained by looking at the files.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It does not com-
pare with the Chase Syndicate agreement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That will
be something of which Western Australia
will be very proud, even if the members
of the Liberal and Country League are
not. It was my pleasing duty to come
into contact with these people in the
very early part of my stay in the States.
At that time they were not very Kkeen
on coming to Western Australia. They
were making all sorts of inquiries. They
had been given particulars from the
Lands Department and had received re-
ports from various officers concerning the
potential at Esperance. They also had
been given information by Hon. F. J. 8.
Wise, and although they had all that,
at that stage they did not quite know what
was ahead of them nor did they know
aquite what the Western Australian Gov-
ernment was prepared to do for them.
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I was lucky enough to be authorised
to speak on behalf of the Government of
this State and to give the principals of
the Chase Syndicate the assurance they
needed. I was alsg able to put them right
on matters on which they had only a
hazy outline. I was able to meet many
of the potential shareholders of the Chase
Syndicate also. At that time this syndi-
cate was interested in Humpty Doo, but
only as a small body. The number of
shareholders in the syndicate has in-
creased considerably since their estab-
lishment at Esperance and it is pleasing
to realise that among those shareholders
are many important people, people of
considerable substance who are prepared
to advance very fully a project similar to
that at Esperance.

Mr. Cornell: Is not your Firestone
friend in the Chase Syndicate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is
chairman of directors of Firestone and
he is also interested in the Douglas sir-
craft organisation, and in the Republic
steel industry. I met the principals of
all those firms during the course of my
trip, and I would add that the gentle-
men under discussion take a very active
inferest in these matters.

Hon. D. Brand: Will the Minister lay
on the Table of the House the file show-
ing the approaches made to the Fire-
stone people?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
already told the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that I do mot think that anything
of any importance ever went on the files
at that time. They probably kept these
things in their heads and hoped fhat the
wind would blow the right way. It would
have blown the right way had the mat-
ters been handled properly.

The question of minerals generally also
received consideration. The marketing of
minerals from Western Australia has
been a difficult proposition for some time,
and we were never quite certain of our
markets. In going out after an all-out
expansion in the production of a parfi-
cular mineral we were never quite certain
of getting a market when it was pro-
duced. We had the spectacle of people
engaged in mineral recovery getfing
dumps alongside them, and then finding
that the bottom had dropped out of the
market. We had to investigate why this
was happening in an endeavour to build
up a better understanding between the
purchasing end and the production end.
Because of this, plain speaking was very
necessary.

Mr. Nalder: That dees not only happen
in mining.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T agree:
it happens in many other matters. But
we also had an opportunity of going fullv
into the guestion of blue asbestos as taken
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by John Manville of New York. The in-
dustry, as we know it at present, is on the
up and up, If action was to be taken in
this direction there were many pitfalls
that had to be avoided, and I am glad to
say that it is now possible to avoid those
pitfalls. As a resuli, the asbestos industry
will benefit considerably.

The development of gold and minerals
generally received a full coverage during
my entire trip. Gold is one of those
metals which is not produced in any great
guantity in the United States. Canada’s
production is a bit higher, Most of the
gold-producing towns in the United States
are now tourist resorts, and that, of course,
gives me an idea with regard to some of
our own goldmining towns that have been
disbanded, and I wonder whether they
could not be made into tourist resorts.
The difference is that the majority of
those gold-producing areas in the United

Btates are within easy access of large

towns and well-made roads.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:
some scenery to go with it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
50 because most of the goldmining areas in
the States are either in the Sierras or in
the Rocky Mountains.

The export of fish products is not being
undertaken by us at present. Because of
the demand which apparently exists, and
of which we did not know very much,
the possibility of our going into this in-
dustry is very great. Many calls are made
on the available fish products in the
United Siates. One of the uses to which
fish meal is put is in the rearing of minks
so as to keep the Hollywood stars in mink
coats. The demand for fish food is very
considerable. On returning to Western
Australia and looking into the possibilities
in this regard, I can say that several firms,
knowing the possibilities that exist along

There is also

. the Western Australian coast, are looking

into this industry. I am happy to say that
at the moment a syndicate is being formed,
and it will enter this industry shortly.

The tuna industry in the United States
has grown to tremendous proportions.
There is an indication at present that the
popularity of tuna is on the wane because
of the high price. Again, the American
Government had {o fake action to restrict
the amount of imports of tuna. Appar-
ently, the Japanese had been flooding the
American market with canned tuna.
Whilst the American public is keen on tuna
and dishes prepared from it figure largely
on the menu. they are not prepared to pay
high prices for it. The Japanese thought
they could export a certain amount into
the United States by cutting the price and
s0 obtain a market which up to that time
had not existed for them. The American
authorities stepped in and placed an em-
bargo on canned fish of any kind going
into the country and they would accept
only tuna in the round.



[24 July, 1957.]

Prior t¢ this position being reached, one
of the greaft tuna compzanies decided to
come to Western Australia and bring a
500-ton clipper to explore our waters for
tuna. The company was prepared to come
here at a figure possibly resulting in a loss
of anything up to £50,000 to the State. Its
offer was to bring a tuna clipper that
would take 500 tons worth, roughly about
£100,000, but the trip out and back and
the cost of processing would amount to
£150,000. With market variation and lack
of buoyancy in the tuna industry generally,
together with the fact that there are be-
tween 450 and 500 tuna clippers laid up in
San Diego, that venture is rather remote
for the present.

Many smaller industries were examined,
some as a result of intercession before
leaving this State and others that came
within purview during the trip. One
interesting industry on the verge of coming
here is known as “Renew-it.” It is a
company very firmly established in New
York which manufactures what might be
most easily described as .a substance for
face lifting of old buildings. Of course, it
is in use on a large scale also in new
buildings, but its prime use is in bringing
back o some form of life the old buildings
which abound in many places. We have
many such here. This particular substance
puts a completely new face on a bullding.
It is quick in reacting.

It has advantages from our point of
view in that the main raw materials used
are asbestos and vermiculite in particular,
and also several others to a lesser depree.
The fact is that the major ingredients can
be produced in Western Australia. This
company has arranged for a trial shipment
to be sent here. We have already received
a shipment of 350 gallons. Several build-
ings have been {reated with this substance
and they are standing up quite well to the
weather.

The cost of this ingredient is slightly
higher than paint but it has a definite
finish and it carries a guarantee for 10
years, a guarahtee which cannot be given
with any paint. It has been used to bring
from a very dilapidated appearance old
buildings into really presentable and good
locking ones. I have seen many public
buildings and private homes treated with
the substance. This company is very keen
to establish itself here. There is no reason
why withint a few months it should not be
on its way to establishment.

One very interesting sidelight was a visit
to the Dal Chemical Industries. This com-
pany is also very interested in by-product
production in Western Australia, par-
ticularly in regard to plastics. To give
some idea of the immensity of this organ-
isation, its works are established right on
the sea coast. The company has diverted
the sea so that the water runs through the
middle of its buildings, It is extracting
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from the sea itself 20 per cent. of all the
raw materials used. Various methods are
used to get the extracts from the sea.

Pithane is a coal product and it forms
roughly 30 per cent. of the materials used.
The balance of 50 per cent. of the materials
is ohtained from the residue from the
sulphur fields. Sulphur is recovered by
forcing boiling water into the ground, mix-
ing it with the sulphur and forcing the
sulphur up. It is retained in receiving
ponds. This process is something entirely
new and it would take quite a lot of ex-
plaining., Dal Chemical Industries employs
£,000 men. Itisa tremendous unidertaking.
Its products are very highly regarded in
the United States. One member of that
industry has expressed his intention of
coming out here within 18 months, that is,
about 12 months from now. He is very
keen as a private individual, not as a
member of Dal Chemical Industry, to es-
tablish this industry in Western Australia.

We had many oppertunities to investigate
the coal industry. It was done mainly
with the idea of seeing the by-products
rathevr than the actual use of coal, although
the revolution which has taken place in
the coal industry in that country needs to
be perceived ta be believed. In the past
few years this industry has been on the
decline. It had an original production of
450,000,000 tons a year but that had gone
back to 320,000,000, This reduction gave
great concern.

America is expanding very fast indus-
trially. Wherever one goes new industries
are being established. Their activities
branch out into very many new spheres.
Science is bringing forward quite an influx
of new and previously enfirely unknown
industries. PBecause of this expansion of
industry, the coal industry has come back.
to its own to some extent. At present it
looks like recovering completely and even
advancing further than it has done in the
past, the reason being that when the use
of eoal was on the decline many factories
purchased coal mines. Now they have es-
tablished organisations and manufacturing
concerns right over the coal supply itself,
and they are producing the whole of their
power from this unmined coal. Thus the
use of coal has recovered quite consider-
ably. In the last year, ended December,
it has gone from 320,000,000 tons until now
it is approaching the 500,000,000 ton mark.
It is remarkable that of this amount of
coal, almost 100,000,600 tons are being ex-
ported to Britain and other countries.

Great strides, too, have been made in
the recovery of by-products. The coal
handled in America is almost entirely, if
not entirely, bituminous coal and not sub-
bituminous ceal such as we have in Collie.
The group I got most information from.
was a firm called Koppers Company,
which besides manufacturing, recovers tar
from coal. In turn, this firm farms the
tar out to other firms and the residue
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is broken up so that it comes under differ-
ent headings and finally is used for the
manufacture of plastics, xylene and other
solvents. They get many other things
from their coal, such as synthetic resins,
perfumes, explosives, printing ink, lacquers,
varnishes, enamels and dyestuffs.

All these things are by-products of ecoal,
and of course there is a huge recovery—
roughiy about 35 gallons per ton—of coal-
tar from the coal. These by-products are
tremendously important. Koppers are not
hopeful that we would establish an indus-
fry of anything like the value that an
industry has when it deals with the tar
produced from a bituminous coal. But
they do say there iz a possibility of our
obtaining ammonia in large quantities for
ﬂzrtiliser. This factor is receiving atten-

on.

There are many other aspects, but I
know my time is just about up. On some
future occasion I shall have the oppor-
tunity of enlightening the House on
's;é:egiﬁc matters, and I shall be quite happy

o So0.

MR. MAY (Collie) [8.411: In view of
the fact that the remarks made by the
Minister for Mines ruffled the smooth
waters of the Chamber for some time, I
propose to be the hero and, if possible,
calm them down.

I feel I should say something in regard
to the opening of Parliament. Some two
years ago, and prior to that time, I was
eritical of the situation that we as mem-
bers of this Chamber were forced to
undergoe when called to another Chamber
to listen to the Governor's Speech. Con-
sequently I feel it is only fair now that
I should compliment those people—in
partieular the controller of the House—
in regard to the accommodation that has
been provided for members of this Cham-
ber when they are called to another place,

Furthermore I also wish to take this
opportunity of expressing my congratula-
tions to the new Leader of the Opposition.
I feel he is suitable for and adaptable to
the job, and I hope he will remain in the
position for many years.

Mr. Roberts: He will he vacating it in
1959 and going to the other side.

Mr. MAY: Likewise I offer my congratu-
Iations to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position. At the same time I regret that
the member for Murray, who was our
Premier during some of the eleven years
that T have been in Parliament, and with
whom I crossed swords on many aceasions
—probably we both enjoyed it—has now,
on account of ill-health, felt compelled to
step down. Now that he has taken this
step I hope he will gain the benefit of it.
I am sure he will give his successor every
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support in regard to the opposition that
we a5 a Government on this side may
expect.

Pretty well the whole of the State was
covered in the matters referred to in the
Governer’s Speech. I feel that members
should try to make themselves acquainted
with most concerns that are operating in
the State; we should endeavour to make
ourselves acquainted with most of what
is going on. Above all things I, coming
from an indusirial centre, want to make
some comments in regard to the rural
activities of the State. Each and every
one of us should be interested in the
prospects for the coming season so that
we can ab least give due and perhaps
favourable consideration to the require-
ments of any industry, whether it be pri-
mary or secondary, in the State. I refer
particularly to wheat, sheep, dairying and
fruit. The. prospects for the State at
present are very good.

Mr. Nalder: Especially thé “wool market.

Mr. MAY: From all reporis, and from my
personal! observations, it seems that al-
thouszh the season commenced very late,
timely rains have come in most places
without undue floods. I know, as the
member for Moore could say, that some
parts of the State have heen washed out,
but speaking generally the State as a
whole is enjoying a good season, although
somewhat late. The only hope I can ex-
press is that, as a result of the rains com-
ing fairly late, the State may be blessed
with some later rains towards the end of
the season. It is then, when the wheat is
coming into flower, that we need rain.
Let us all hope that in the interests of
the State we shall be blessed with suf-
ficient rain to bring the wheat crop to the
stage we would like,

I realise that the farmers had a long
dry summer, and it was anticipated it
would affect the lambing season; in fact
it affected many of the sheep before the
lambing took place. But I fail to find
reports of any great losses heing sustained
as a result of the long dry summer.

I do not say this in any derogatory sense,
but I believe that the wheat farmers of
Australia are fortunate in being guaran-
teed at least the cost of production for
their wheat. I often wonder how many
other industries would like to be placed in
the happy position where they would be
assured, by Commonwealth Government
subsidy, of the cost of production. I am
happy to know that the Commonwealth
Government can adopt that attitude to-
wards farmers but:; in return, I feel
that it is up to the farmers of this
State to give some recognition of
what is being done for them, and particu-
larly through the railways. I do not say
that with the idea of creating some friction
with any member—and particularly my
friend from Moora—because I know how he
feels; but if those living in the outhaek,
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and particularly the farmers, would use
the raiiways more and make any com-
plaints to the proper quarter, I feel sure
that with the willingness of the Govern-
ment and the co-operation of the farmers
a great deal could be achieved. In that
way I think the farmers could bhe given
satisfaction so long as they continue to use
the railways. I know there are arguments
as to why the farmers do not use the rail-
ways, and there are also many arguments
as to why they should.

Mr. Ackland: Have you ever taken a
complaint to the railway commissioners?

Mr. MAY: I did not mean to upset the
member for Moore; but I am saying that
if we rise above our own petty selfishness
in regard to such matters, we will be able
to overcome the present difficulties, and all
the strife that is being stirred up in relation
to railway matters will be eliminated. This
can be achieved providing we do not
simply blame the other fellow. However,
I do not wish to dwell on that subject—

Mr. Ackland: Tell us a little bit more
about the Commeonweslth Government
guaranteeing the price of wheat.

Mr. MAY: I am going to make this speech
in my own way in spite of any other mem-
ber in this Chamber.

Mr. Ackland: Tell us how much the Com-
moenwealth Government has contributed to
the guaranteed price.

Mr. MAY: I was not speaking of that
aspect of the question, but said that the
Commonweglth Government guaranteed
the farmers in this State the cost of pro-
duction of their wheat: and neither the
hon. member nor any other member here
can deny that. I did not say that the
Commonwealth Government paid anything
towards the guarantee, but that the Gov-
ernment guarantees the price; and the hon.
member knows that as well as I do.

Mr. Ackland: It is out of the farmers’
own contribution.

Mr. MAY: The hon. member has enjoyed
that privilege ever since it was brought
into being.

Mr. Ackland: Yes, cut of the money I
paid into it.

Mr. MAY: And the member for Moore
is sitting back today very comfortably as
a result of that guarantee. Howszver, 1
did not intend to start an argument; but
the hon. member persists, every time I rise
to speak, in catching me on the wrong foot.
I do not intend, from now on, {o be caught
on the wrong foot even hy the member for
Moore.

Mr. Ackland: If your statements were
factual no one would interject.

Mr. MAY: Should I sit down, Mr.
Speaker, while members interject? I am
glad to say that the coming season shows
every sign of being a satisfactory one; and
I understand that in most country centres
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the water supplies have been successfully
replenished, which is a good thing for the
State as & whole. Although some of the
catchments have not received as much rain
as we would have liked, I think the position
is good in most instances. I understand
that in the South-West the grass and clover
have come on very well, and no doubt the
whole State will benefit as a result of the
promising conditions in our ecattle and
wholemilk industries.

I will touch next on the changing con-
ditions in the world and the way in which
those changes must affect this State, and
indeed all other States and countries.
Although we have a department in this
State which deals with industry generally,
I do not think that nearly enocugh resem:ch
is being done to allow us to keep pace with
modern trends in both primary and second-
ary industry. The Minister for Industrial
Development told us tonight about what
is being done elsewhere; but I repeat that

- added research should be constantly under-

taken to deal with the problems that are
arising, particularly in regard to secondary
industry.

Without wishing to be parochial—one
can only speak of an industry with which
one is conversant—I will now refer to the
coal industry, in which there has been a
great deal of evolution in the last few
years, I was glad to hear the Minister’s
remarks tonight, and to learn that some-
thing may be done to find new uses for the
coal which represents one of the State’s
greatest assets. T do not think any Gov-
ernment, irrespective of its political colour,
could fail to realise what a wonderful asset
this State has in its coal; and if that coal
is no longer to be used for the purposes
to which we have become accustomed, every
effort should be made by way of research
to find other uses for it. Over the last
three years coal consumption in Western
Australia, dropped by 20 per cent. The
highest output of coal ever achieved in this
State was just over 1,000,000 tons per
year, but that has dropped now to 800,000
tons—a fall, as I said, of 20 per cent.

Some concern has been expressed by
members opposite with regard to coal prices
in this State and tenders for coal. It is
obvious, in view of the fact that the State’s
consumption of coal has fallen by 20 per
cent., that something had to be done with
regard to the employees in the coal indus-
try. We cannot go on losing production
and still maintain the same number of
employees in industry; and in this regard
the Government has done a wonderful job,
inasmuch as, with coal production reduced
by 20 per cent., the number of employees
in the industry has been reduced by 25 per
cent. That has been brought about with-
out causing any undue unemployment and
without any great upheaval in the industry.

Over the last two or three years certain
individuals have been worrying about the
price of coal and have been wondering
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what was likely to happen. But the
change was already taking place quietly
and efficiently, and without causing any
disturbance in the industry in this State.
Because of the way it has dealt with the
situation over the last two or three years,
and for what it has achieved, the Gov-
ernment is to ke complimented.

I feel sure that in the near future some
benefit will be derived as a result of the
readjustment of the price of coal in the
State. Obviously we could not expect the
consumption of ccal to continue on the
same basis as was the case when every-
body wanted coal. At that time there was
no alternative fuel, and consequently the
price of coal rose. We knew, without any-
body telling us, that the price of coal had
to come down; in fairness to private con-
sumers, as well as to the S.E.C. and the
railways, the price of coal had to be ad-
Justed. I feel certain that very soon some
amicable arrangement wi]l be made be-
tween the coal companies and the Gov-
ernment; and a price, satisfactory to all
concerned, will be fixed.

It is rather interesting to look at the
price of fuel oil, which has been the chief
competitor of coal in this State. In Syd-
ney the price per ton of fuel oil at pres-
ent, on a delivery basis, is £16 14s, 6d.;
the same price obtains in Melbourne; and
in Adelaide, it is £16 7s. I have not the
figure for Western Australia; but in spite
of the fact that we have an oil refinery at
Kwinana, on the seaboard of the State,
fuel oil produced in Kwinana can be pur-
chased in Adelaide at £2 a ton cheaper
than it can be bought in this State. Is
that fair to the people of Western Aus-
tralia?

The amount of coal equivalent in heat-
ing value to one ton of fuel oil would cost
on the average, delivered in Sydney, £7 9s.;
in Melbourne, £11 16s.; and in Adelaide,
£10 14s. I have with me a booklet en-
titled, “Facts and Figures, No, 53,” which
states—

Thus, on a comparison with the list
price of fuel oil, it was twice the cost
of small coal in Sydney, and 50 per
cent. higher than the delivered cost
of New South Wales coal in Melhourne
and Adelaide. However, the list price
of fuel oil differs, sometimes appreci-
ably, from the price that may be
charged under competitive conditions.
Rebates of varying amounts are usu-
ally granted to purchasers of substan-
tial quantities, and special prices for
both coal and oil apply to large public
utilities,

It might be all right for the people at
‘Kwinana to sell oil in Adelaide at £2 per
ton cheaper than it can be sold in Perth,
to meet business competition, but it is
not fair to our people when we realise the
great effort and sacrifices that were made,
‘because £2,500,000 per annum of loan
money from this State went towards the
establishment of Kwinana. I will not
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forget the agreement that was drawn up
by the McLarty-Watts Government. This
State was deprived of £10,000,000 to
£12,000,000—money which could have been
used for the building of schools, hospitals
and so on,

The least the people at Kwinana could
have done was to say to the people of this
State, “You helped us to establish our-
selves in this State, and we will give you
the benefit of the oil refined in this State
and give it to you at a price equivalent to
that charged to other States.” Instead of
that, people here are charged £2 per ton
more than the price in Adelaide, Yet
membhers copposite squealed about the un-
fair trading legislation.

Mr. Roberts: Not squealed—objected,

Mr., MAY: If there is unfair trading,
why should it not be revealed? If any
concern in this State knows that it is
dealing fairly and squarely with the
peaple, it has nothing to fear under the
Act which was passed last year, and which
I hope will be continued this year., All
the squealing that went onh was just so
much humbug.

Hon. D. Brand: That applies to the
unionists under the industrial legislation.

Mr, MAY: I know the hon. member will
draw his red herrings across the trail. I
am not interested in red herrings; I am
giving members the facts.

Hon. D. Brand: There is very little dif-
ference at times.

Mr. Roberts: You want to watch out,
or Mr. Hepplewaite will write to you again.

Mr. MAY: We always expect some in-
ane remark from the member for Bunbury.

The Minister for Transport: And we
always get it.

Mr. Roberts: You were talking about
unfair trading and you had a lot to say
about Mr. Hepplewaite last year.

Mr. MAY: What I said about him was
quite true.

Mr. Hearman: No.

Mr. Roberts: Read his reply.

Mr. MAY: It is in Hansard if the hon.
member wants to read it.

Mr. Roberts: No; I am talking of his
reply.

Mr. MAY: Yes; I am talking of his reply
too.

Mr. Hearman: Not all of it.

Mr. MAY: I do not think Hansard would
print what I have to say about him; but
what I said was perfectly true.

Mr. Roberts: In your opinion.

Mr. MAY: The speech made by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was sent
to Mr. Hepplewaite for publication
throughout Australia. It was an effort to
raise public opinion against the legisla-
tion whilst*it was going through Parlia-
ment.
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Mr. Roberts: Have you proof of that?

Mr, MAY: Of course I have! One hag
only to study what he sent back. It was
almost a replica of what the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition sald.

Mr. Hearman: That is not true.

Mr. Johnson: They read the same fairy
stories. :

Hon. D. Brand: They do not bother to
read what you have to say.

Mr. MAY: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion is carrying on a private conversation
with the member for Leederville, But
there is no reason for anybody to fear the
unfair trading legislation unless he is
dealing unfairly with the public. The in-
tention of the Act was to see that the
public got a fair deal and fair value for
the money they paid for an article. Any
trader in this State, including the mem-
ber for Bunbury, has nothing to fear if
he is trading fairly.

Mr. Roberts: I have nothing to fear.

Mr. MAY: Now, tear into that one!

Mr. Roberts: I have nothing to fear,
but I would like to hear the definition of
the word “unfaix”.

Mr. MAY: The member for Bunbury is
feeling very shaky indeed. However, no
one desires to continue in that strain. I
was giving a rough resumé of the situation
regarding ihe coal industry in this State
at the time those members rudely inter-
rupted me. It is very difficult at times not
to respond to some of the interjections
they make. As a matter of fact, I think
they enjoy making them and hearing my
replies, as you do yourself, Mr., Speaker.

The present Government is to be compli-
mented on the way it has handled the de-
velopments in the coalmining industry,
because they could have presented a very
serious situation in this State, In the last
year or two, many people who have had
the opportunities presented to them have
left the industry to take up other positions,
but the Government has now given the
residents of Collie and those engaged in
the industry a new feeling of security.

In conclusion, I would say that the Gov-
ernment alse has the situation in hand
so far as a ruling price for coal is con-
cerned, and in the near fufure it will an-
nounce the result of the negotiations that
have been proceeding on this question., As
I said eariier in the evening, 1 did not in-
tend to speak an coal tonight, but I felt
that I should do so after hearing the re-
marks made by the Minister for Industrial
Development in regard to the establish-
ment of new industries in this State, par-
ticularly those that are bound up with the
development of the coalmining industry.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

[18]
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BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hom.
E. Nulsen—Eyre) [8.13] in moving the
second reading said: This is just 8 small
Bill; and it is a very agreeable measure,
because by means of it we are going to
try to assist the office of the Deputy Com-—~
monwealth Crown Solicitor in a sense by
placing it on the same basis as the office
of the State Crown Solicitor in regard to
articled clerks.

The RBill has been prepared as the result
of & request from Commonwealth authori-
ties and relates to the office of the Deputy
Commonwealth Crown Solicitor in this
State. The proposed amendment concerns
that part in the principal Act which deals
with articled clerks. Under the Act, the
State Crown Solicitor is enabled to enter
into articles of clerkship with members of
his staff, but the Commonwealth counter-
part in this State is unable to do so. The
Commonwealth office has experienced some
difficulty on this account, inasmuch as it
has had some adverse effect on the re-
cruitment of staff.

The Prime Minister's Depariment wrote
to the Premier saying it would be ap-
preciated if the State Government would
agree to an amendment to place the Deputy
Crown Solicitor for the Commonwealth in
at least the same position as the State
Crown Solicitor. This amendment, how-
ever, would not remove all the difficulties,
from the Commonwealth's point of view.
The section in the Act goes on to say that
a practitioner rmust have been admitted to
the Supreme Court of the State for twa
years at least before entering into articles.

Although it is customary for each Deputy
Commonwealth Crown Solicitor to seek ad-
mission to practise in the State of his ap-
pointment, even though he has previously
heen admitted fo practice in another State,
a successor in office appointed from another
State could not grant articles until after
he had been admitted to praciice in West-
ern Australia for at.least two years. As
there is a six months’ residential qualifica-
tion before admission, there would be a
period of at least 24 years affer appoint-
ment during which existing articles could
not be assigned and new articles could not
be entered into.

I am informed that it is virtually im-
possible for a person to be appointed as
Deputy Commonwealth Crown Solicitor
without having been admitted to practice
in the Supreme Court of one of the States
or in the High Court of Australia for at
least two years prior fo his appointment.
The Solicitor General discussed the matter
with the President of the Law Socicty and
a Queen’s Counsel, who often acts as chair-
man of the Barristers’ Board, and it was
felt that approval could be given to these
requests. Members will realise thai the
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Bill merely seeks to assist the office of the
Deputy Commonwealith Crown Solicitor,
and I do not see any reason why we should
not agree to it and put the Commonwealth
office on exactly the same basis as the office

of the State Crown Solicitor. Therefore,
J move—
That the Blll he now read a second
time.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [9.18)1: I
propose to have a few words to say on
‘the second reading of the Bill, and T am
going to suggest to the Minister that he
does not take it into the Committee stage
tonight. I agree with all the Minister has
said, As a result of the Minister's con-
descension, I was aware of the contents
of the Bill two or three days ago; and in
general, it is quite unobjectionable.

Tn Western Australia, in addition to the
ordinary practitioner who takes articled
clerks, there has been a special provision
in the Act which enables the Crown Sol-
icitor in this State to take articled clerks
presumably to the ultimate benefit of the
Crown Law office, or at least to some ex-
tent. Within the limits to which it has
‘been practised, that scheme has worked
quite well.

In more recent times, of course, the
Tommonwealth has imported into West-
®rn  Ausfralia a Deputy Commonwealth
«Crown Solicitor, and that officer has been
functioning here, through the medium of
varipus people, from time to time over
quite a period of years. However, he has
not been in the same position as his
counterpatt in the State Crown Law office.
He has not been able to take into his
office, for the purpose of assisting—and
at the same time fulfilling the provisions
of the Legal Practitioners Act—articled
clerks; and he should bhe in a position to
do that. It seems to me to be a perfectly
reasonable proposition that the Common-
wealth should be in the same position as
is the Crown Law Department under West-
ern Australia law, a position in which the
department has been for many years.

I have no objection to the principle
contained in the Bill; but nobody can be
articled Yo a practitioner who has not been
in practice under Western Ausiralian law
fTor at least two years. I think there is a
very sound reason for that. It is all very
well to have passed the examinations that
have been set, and which have to be
passed, whether, through the university or
by some other means; but if one has not
been in actual practice after having passed
those examinations, in my view one is not
in a position satisfactorily to take an
:articled clerk and to help him in his
‘training in the law, because the training
‘he requires, particularly in these days, is
«on the practical side and not on what
I might call the academic side. I do not
ihink we should depart from that.
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While it may be assumed that the
Deputy Crown Solicitor sent over here
from time to time by the Commonwealth
has probably had to do a considerable
amount of practice before he came here—
otherwise he would not be appointed to
the position—there is no guarantee of it;
and I think it should be insisted upon.

I would like to provide for an amend-
ment to say that the Deputy Crown Solici-
tor in question, before he togk an articled
clerk in Western Australia had had at
least two years’ practice. I think it is a
very proper amendment to go into the
Bill. As I have already said, I think there
are sound reasons for adhering to that
principle; and I would ask the Minister to
allow the Committee stage of the Bill to
be dealt with later—say, after this week—
so that a suitable amendment can be pro-
vided for this purpose. I support the
second reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Eyre—in reply) [9.251: I have
no objection to the proposed amendment.
T have made inquiries concerning the posi-
tion, and it is true that a person could
qualify academically by means of examing-
tion and yet have had no practice. On
the other hand, this matter of practice has,
I think, been discussed hy the Crown
Solicitor, and also by the Barristers’ Board;
and on no oceasion have they found that
a Deputy Crown Solicitor has not had at
least five, six, seven or possibly 15 years of
practice before he gets to that position. Sc
there is not much fear from the point of
view of his having a lack of practice.

On the other hand, it is possible that &
solicitor could be appointed even although
he has not had the necessary two years
practice, I agree with the Leader of the
Country Party that he would not be quali-
fted unless he had had practical experience
One may learn all there is to know aboul
the theory of cricket, or some other game,
but unless one has had practice, one is
not likely to be a great sucecess. I think
the same thing applies in the case of legal
practitioners. However, as I have said, 1
ha.vet no objection to the proposed amend-
ment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILLS (23)—FIRST READING.
1, State Transport Co-ordination Aci
Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Trans-

port.

2, Agriculture Protection Board Aci
Amendment.

3, Bees Act Amendment.

4 Bee Industry Compensation Act

Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Agriculture).
5, Dairy Cattle Improvement Act Re-
peal.
Introduced by the Minister for Agri.
culture.
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6, Fremantle Prison Site Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Lands).

7, Occupational Therapists.
8, Health Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Health.
9, Stipendiary Magistrates.
10, Justices Act Amendment.
11, Local Courts Act Amendment.
12, Licensing Act Amendment.
13, Companies Act Amendment.
14, Land Agents.
15, Bills of Sale Act Amendment.
16, Electoral Act Amendment.
17, Juries.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
18, Agent General Act Amendment.

19, Public Service.
Introduced by the Premier.

20, Bank Holidays Act Amendment,
21, Hire Purchase Agreements.

22, Credit-Sales Agreements.
Introduced by Mr. Johnson.

23, Traffic Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Hearman.

House aqdjourned at 9.45 p.m.
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435
QUESTIONS,

PRISONS DEPARTMENT.
Dismissal of Principel Warder Thorne.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Chief
Secretary:

Will he table a Crown Law opinion on
the following matters:—

(1) Was it required by law that Louis
Thorne should be dismissed as
principal Warder at Fremantle
Gaol because of his refusal, on
account of his conscientious he-
liefs, to continue membership of
the Western Australian Gaol Of-
ficers’ Union of Workers, Fre-
mantle, in view of the provisions
of Clause 19 of the Gaol Officers’
Agreement, 1955, which only re-
quires a worker to apply for
membership in the union but not
to continue such membership?

(2) If the dismissal was not required

by law—

(a) could Thorne claim rein-
statement in his former
position?

(b) could the Court of Arbi-

tration order his reinstate-
ment?

If the answer to No. (2) (a) is
“¥Yes," to what wages compensa-
tion or damages is Thorne en-
titled and who is liable to pay
them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

I am tabling a copy of an opinion ob-
tained from the Soliciter General.

(3}

EDUCATION.

Imprevement of North Kalgoorlie
Schoolgrounds.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM asked the
Chief Secretary:

(1> Has a decision been reached on
improvements to the grounds of the North
Kalegoorlie school?

(2) If not, when will a decision be
made?

(3) If a decision has heen made, will
he state details of the work proposed to
be done?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) No. Strong representations in this
connection have been made by the par-
liamentary representatives concerned, and
they will be advised immediately any de-
cision is made.

(2) As soon as possible.
(3) See No. (1).



